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Skill Enhancement Course (Level 4.5)  
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Skill 

Enhanceme

nt Course 

(SEC) 

Course UG BA I Sem I 

Level 4.5 
Title of Paper Life Skills -I 
Course Code 61503 
No. of Credits 02 

Lectures 30 (2Hrs/Week/Batch) 

Total 50 Marks 

 

Course 

Objectives 

1) To give students the knowledge of phonetics. 
2) To improve the pronunciation of students. 
3) To make students proficient in every day Communication 

Course 

Outcome 

After Completion of this course students will able to - 

1) Improve their pronunciation. 
2) Conduct the proceedings of the programme. 

3) Propose vote of thanks. 
4) communicate effectively in day to day life 

Unit         Course Contents Learning Hours 

Unit -I Phonetics  

8 Hours 
 1) IPA symbols, stress, syllable and accent. 

2) Transcription of words. 
3) Intonation and pronunciation. 

Unit -II Productive skills -I  

 1) Anchoring/conducting programmes.  
2) Proposing  vote of thanks. 8 Hours 

Unit-III Productive skills - II 7 Hours 

 1) Speech Writing  2) Narrating an 
Experience. 

 

Unit-IV 
Productive skills - II 7 Hours 

 1) Speaking activities - Role Plays.   
2) 2) Group Discussions. 

 

Distribution of 

Marks 

Internal 
Assessment 

Personal Interview 10 Marks 

Practical Based on the Syllabus 10 Marks 

MCQs based Class Test on the Syllabus 30 Marks 

Total 50 Marks 
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Unit I   

1) IPA symbols, stress, syllable and accent. 
2) Transcription of words. 

3) Intonation and pronunciation. 

I) Phonetics  

Phonetics is the study of the sounds of human speech. It looks at how these sounds are 

produced, heard, and understood. Let's break it down into three main areas: 

articulatory phonetics, acoustic phonetics, and auditory phonetics. 

Articulatory Phonetics 

Articulatory phonetics focuses on how speech sounds are made. It examines the 

movement and coordination of different parts of the body, such as the lips, tongue, 

teeth, and vocal cords. Here’s a simple breakdown: 

1. Lungs: The source of air that powers speech. 

2. Vocal cords: These can be in different positions to create voiced sounds (like 'z') or 

voiceless sounds (like 's'). 

3. Tongue: It’s very flexible and can touch different parts of the mouth to create various 

sounds. 

4. Lips and Teeth: They help in forming sounds by controlling the flow of air and 

shaping the mouth. 

For example, when you say the letter "p," your lips come together and then release a 

burst of air. When you say "t," your tongue touches the roof of your mouth just behind 

your teeth. 

Acoustic Phonetics 

Acoustic phonetics deals with the physical properties of speech sounds. It examines 

sound waves and how they travel through the air from the speaker to the listener. This 

involves looking at properties such as: 

1. Frequency: This is how high or low a sound is. High-frequency sounds have a high 

pitch (like a whistle), while low-frequency sounds have a low pitch (like a drum). 

2. Amplitude: This is how loud a sound is. More energy in the sound wave means a 

louder sound. 

3. Duration: This is how long a sound lasts. Some sounds are quick (like 't'), while 

others are longer (like 'm'). 
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Using tools like spectrograms, researchers can visualize these properties and analyze 

how different sounds are produced and perceived. 

Auditory Phonetics 

Auditory phonetics focuses on how speech sounds are heard and processed by the ear 

and brain. Here’s what happens when you hear a sound: 

1. Ear: Sound waves enter your ear and cause vibrations. 

2. Inner Ear: These vibrations are converted into electrical signals. 

3. Brain: The brain interprets these signals as specific sounds or speech. 

Our brains are incredibly good at picking out different sounds, even in noisy 

environments. This allows us to understand speech, recognize different voices, and 

even pick up on subtle differences in pronunciation. 

Why is Phonetics Important? 

Phonetics is crucial for several reasons: 

1. Language Learning: It helps in understanding and learning new languages. Knowing 

how sounds are produced and heard can improve pronunciation and listening skills. 

2. Speech Therapy: Phonetics is used to help people with speech disorders. By 

understanding how sounds are made, therapists can diagnose and treat speech 

problems. 

3. Linguistics: It provides insight into how languages are structured and how they 

evolve over time. 

4. Technology: Phonetics plays a role in developing speech recognition software, text-

to-speech systems, and improving communication devices. 

Summary 

Phonetics is the science of speech sounds. It examines how we produce, transmit, and 

perceive these sounds. By studying articulatory, acoustic, and auditory phonetics, we 

gain a deeper understanding of human communication. This knowledge is valuable in 

fields like language learning, speech therapy, linguistics, and technology. 

 
II) IPA symbols, stress, syllable and accent. 

The International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) provides a set of symbols to represent 

the sounds of spoken language. There are 23 letters in English Language but 44 

Sounds in English.  
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 Below are the  IPA symbols used for English sounds, grouped by vowels, 

consonants, and diphthongs: 

Vowels (12 vowel sounds)  

1) i:    : beet, meet, seat, leap, deep /iː/ 

2) I    :  bit, sit, hit, kiss, miss   /ɪ/ 

3) e   : bed, said, red, men, ten  /e/ 

4)   æ    :  bat, cat, mat, rat, hat  /æ/ 

5)   ɑ:   : father, spa, start, art, far  /ɑː/ 

6)   ʌ    : cup, luck, run, sun, bus   /ʌ/ 

7)   ɒ    :  hot, pot, cot, got   /ɒ/ 

8)   ɔ:    : thought, law, saw, raw, dawn   /ɔː/ 

9)   ʊ    : put, foot, book, look, cook   /ʊ/ 

10) u:   : blue, food, true, moon, spoon  /uː/ 

11) ə    : about, support, banana, sofa, celebrate /ə/ (schwa) 

12) ɜ:    : bird, nurse, heard, word, third  /ɜː/ 

Diphthongs (8 Diphthongs)  

1)   aɪ   :  my, tie, light, kite, pie /aɪ/ 
2)   eɪ   :  say, day, play, way, gray /eɪ/ 

3)   ɔɪ   :  boy, toy, joy, coin, oil /ɔɪ/ 

4)  aʊ  :  now, cow, how, town, mouth /aʊ/ 
5)  əʊ  :  go, no, show, slow, low /əʊ/ (also written as /oʊ/) 

6)  ɪə   :  near, here, fear, clear, ear /ɪə/ 

7)  eə  :  air, care, hair, fair, pair /eə/ 

8)  ʊə  : cure, sure, tour, pure, jury /ʊə/ 

Consonants (24 Consonant Sounds)  

1) p    : pin, spin, tap, lip, map  /p/ 

2) b    : bin, ban, cab, rib, knob  /b/ 

3) t      : tin, ten, cat, hat, bat  /t/ 
4) d     : din, den, mad, bad, sad /d/ 

5) k      : cat, kitten, back, sock, luck /k/ 

6) ɡ     : get, bag, tag, dig, rag  /ɡ/ 
7) tʃ     : chin, match, check, rich, much  /tʃ/ 

8) dʒ    : gin, judge, edge, bridge, age  /dʒ/ 

9) f       : fat, fish, laugh, leaf, cuff   /f/ 
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10)  v     : van, save, love, move, have   /v/ 

11)  θ     : think, both, bath, mouth, path  /θ/ 

12)  ð     : this, brother, they, them, mother  /ð/ 

13)   s    : sit, mass, pass, less, kiss   /s/ 
14)   z    : zoo, buzz, jazz, rise, lose   /z/ 

15)   ʃ     : she, crash, shop, fish, dish   /ʃ/ 

16)  ʒ    : measure, vision, pleasure, beige, leisure /ʒ/ 

17)  H   : hat, ahead, house, horse, help  /h/ 

18)  m   : man, hammer, lamb, some, home  /m/ 

19)  n    : no, banner, sun, pan, ten  /n/ 

20)  ŋ    : sing, finger, long, song, ring  /ŋ/ 

21)  l    : let, call, bell, full, pull  /l/ 

22) r     : red, car, run, far, star  /r/ 

23) w    : we, quick, win, water, wet  /w/ 

24) j      : yes, yellow, yawn, year, you /j/ 

These examples should help you understand how the IPA symbols correspond to 

the sounds in English words. 
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III) Organs of Speech 
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The organs of speech include 

1. Lungs - Provide the airstream necessary for speech. 

2. Trachea - The windpipe through which air travels from the lungs to the larynx. 

3. Larynx - Contains the vocal cords, which vibrate to produce voice. 

4. Pharynx - The throat area above the larynx that helps in resonation. 

5. Oral Cavity - The mouth, where various articulators modify the sound. 

o Tongue - Crucial for articulating different sounds by changing its 

position and shape. 

o Teeth - Assist in the production of certain sounds by interacting with the 

tongue or lips. 

o Alveolar Ridge - The bony ridge behind the upper front teeth, important 

for articulating sounds like /t/ and /d/. 

o Hard Palate - The hard part of the roof of the mouth, involved in 

sounds like /ʃ/ (as in "she"). 

o Soft Palate (Velum) - The soft part of the roof of the mouth, important 

for nasal sounds like /m/ and /n/. 

o Lips - Used to produce sounds like /p/ and /b/. 

6. Nasal Cavity - The space above the oral cavity that resonates sound for nasal 

sounds. 

 Each of these organs plays a vital role in producing the wide variety of sounds 

used in human language. 

Syllable  

A syllable is a unit of speech that typically consists of a vowel sound, which can be 

preceded or followed by consonant sounds. It forms the basic building block of words 

in terms of pronunciation and rhythm. 

Here are examples of words with their syllable counts and phonetic transcriptions: 

1. Cat (1 syllable): /kæt/ 

2. Apple (2 syllables: ap-ple): /ˈæpəl/ 

3. Elephant (3 syllables: el-e-phant): /ˈɛlɪfənt/ 

4. Computer (3 syllables: com-pu-ter): /kəmˈpjuːtər/ 
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5. Banana (3 syllables: ba-na-na): /bəˈnænə/ 

6. Window (2 syllables: win-dow): /ˈwɪndoʊ/ 

7. Butterfly (3 syllables: but-ter-fly): /ˈbʌtərˌflaɪ/ 

8. Chair (1 syllable): /tʃɛr/ 

9. Giraffe (2 syllables: gi-raffe): /dʒəˈræf/ 

10. Television (4 syllables: tel-e-vi-sion): /ˈtɛləˌvɪʒən/ 

Types of Syllables 

With the help of the symbols V and C, representing the vowel and the consonant 

element respectively, we can analyse the structure of different kinds of syllable. 

Analysed below are the types of syllable that we have in English.  

1. V (Vowel Syllable) 

o I (/aɪ/) 

o a (/eɪ/) 

o oh (/oʊ/) 

o O (/oʊ/) 

o use (/juːz/) 

2. CV (Consonant-Vowel Syllable) 

o me (/miː/) 

o go (/ɡoʊ/) 

o no (/noʊ/) 

o be (/biː/) 

o he (/hiː/) 

3. VC (Vowel-Consonant Syllable) 

o at (/æt/) 

o up (/ʌp/) 

o it (/ɪt/) 

o end (/ɛnd/) 

o off (/ɔːf/) 

4. CVC (Consonant-Vowel-Consonant Syllable) 

o cat (/kæt/) 

o dog (/dɔɡ/) 
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o pen (/pɛn/) 

o sit (/sɪt/) 

o hat (/hæt/) 

5. CCV (Consonant-Consonant-Vowel Syllable) 

o blue (/bluː/) 

o tree (/triː/) 

o fly (/flaɪ/) 

o cry (/kraɪ/) 

o slow (/sloʊ/) 

6. CVCC (Consonant-Vowel-Consonant-Consonant Syllable) 

o fast (/fæst/) 

o milk (/mɪlk/) 

o jump (/dʒʌmp/) 

o belt (/bɛlt/) 

o land (/lænd/) 

7. CCVC (Consonant-Consonant-Vowel-Consonant Syllable) 

o stop (/stɒp/) 

o frog (/frɒɡ/) 

o trap (/træp/) 

o clamp (/klæmp/) 

o brim (/brɪm/) 

8. CCVCC (Consonant-Consonant-Vowel-Consonant-Consonant Syllable) 

o black (/blæk/) 

o plant (/plænt/) 

o sprint (/sprɪnt/) 

o stamp (/stæmp/) 

o crust (/krʌst/) 

9. CVVC (Consonant-Vowel-Vowel-Consonant Syllable) 

o boat (/boʊt/) 

o rain (/reɪn/) 

o food (/fuːd/) 

o moon (/muːn/) 
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o seal (/siːl/) 

10. CCCV (Consonant-Consonant-Consonant-Vowel Syllable) 

o splash (/splæʃ/) 

o street (/striːt/) 

o string (/strɪŋ/) 

o spring (/sprɪŋ/) 

o scream (/skriːm/) 

These examples show how different combinations of consonants and vowels form 

various types of syllables. 

Accent  

English has a rich variety of accents, reflecting the diverse regions and cultures of its 

speakers. Here’s an overview of some prominent English accents: 

1. British Accents 

 Received Pronunciation (RP): Often considered the "standard" British accent, 

associated with southern England and used in formal settings. 

o Example: BBC English. 

 Cockney: A working-class accent from East London, known for features like 

rhyming slang. 

o Example: "Apples and pears" (stairs). 

 Estuary English: A blend of RP and Cockney, common in London and the 

southeast of England. 

o Example: Used by many young Londoners. 

 West Country: Associated with the southwestern region of England, known 

for its rhotic "r" sound. 

o Example: "Pirate" accent. 

 Yorkshire: Known for its distinct pronunciation and vocabulary from the 

Yorkshire region. 

o Example: "I’m going to the shop." 
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2. American Accents 

 General American (GA): Often considered a neutral American accent, 

commonly heard in media. 

o Example: News anchors in the U.S. 

 Southern: Features drawn-out vowels and a distinct drawl, common in the 

Southern United States. 

o Example: "Y’all" for "you all." 

 New York: Known for dropping the "r" sound at the end of words and the 

pronunciation of "coffee" as "cawfee." 

o Example: "New Yawk." 

 Boston: Characterized by dropping the "r" in words and unique vowel shifts. 

o Example: "Park the car" becomes "Pahk the cah." 

 Midwestern: Known for its flat vowels and lack of strong regional markers, 

often considered the basis for General American. 

o Example: Pronunciation of "bag" as /bæɡ/. 

3. Australian Accents 

 General Australian: The most common accent, used in everyday 

conversation. 

o Example: "No worries." 

 Broad Australian: More distinct and exaggerated, often associated with 

stereotypical Australian speech. 

o Example: "G’day mate!" 

 Cultivated Australian: Closer to British RP, less common, and often 

associated with formal or upper-class Australians. 

o Example: More "British-sounding" pronunciation of words. 

4. Canadian Accents 

 General Canadian: Similar to General American but with specific vowel 

shifts like the "Canadian raising" in words like "about." 
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o Example: "About" pronounced /əˈbaʊt/. 

 Newfoundland: Known for its unique features, including influences from Irish 

and English settlers. 

o Example: "Buddy" pronounced with a distinct intonation. 

5. Irish Accents 

 Dublin: The accent from the capital city, known for its distinctive intonation 

and rhythm. 

o Example: "I’m going to the shop." 

 Cork: Features a sing-song quality and unique pronunciation patterns. 

o Example: "Cork" pronounced with a distinctive lilt. 

 Northern Irish: Includes distinct sounds and intonation patterns from Northern 

Ireland. 

o Example: "The rain in Spain" pronounced with a unique Northern Irish 

twist. 

6. Scottish Accents 

 Glaswegian: From Glasgow, known for its rapid speech and distinct sounds. 

o Example: "Hoots mon!" (an expression of surprise). 

 Edinburgh: More refined compared to Glaswegian, often with clearer 

enunciation. 

o Example: "I’m going to the store." 

7. Welsh Accents 

 North Welsh: Features a more melodious intonation compared to other Welsh 

accents. 

o Example: "I’m going to town" with a sing-song quality. 

 South Welsh: Known for its strong accent and distinct pronunciation. 

o Example: Pronunciation of "town" with a distinctive Welsh lilt. 
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 These accents represent just a fraction of the diverse range of English accents 

spoken around the world, each with its own unique features and nuances. 

 The Indian accent of English, often referred to as Indian English, reflects the 

diverse linguistic and cultural influences in India. It varies regionally, but some 

common features characterize it. Here’s an overview: 

Features of Indian English Accent 

1. Pronunciation 

o Retroflex Consonants: Indian English often features retroflex sounds, 

such as /ʈ/ and /ɖ/, where the tongue curls back in the mouth. 

 Example: The word "tiger" might sound like /ˈʈaɪɡər/. 

o Vowel Sounds: Indian English vowels can be more centralized or less 

varied compared to other accents. 

 Example: The vowel in "cat" may sound closer to /kæt/ than in 

some other English accents. 

o Aspiration: Voiceless stops (like /p/, /t/, and /k/) are often more 

aspirated. 

 Example: "Pat" might be pronounced with a stronger breath 

sound. 

2. Intonation and Rhythm 

o Syllable-Timed Rhythm: Indian English often has a syllable-timed 

rhythm, which means each syllable takes roughly the same amount of 

time. This contrasts with stress-timed languages like American English. 

o Melodic Intonation: The intonation can be more melodic or sing-song, 

influenced by native Indian languages. 

3. Consonant Pronunciation 

o Th-Sounds: The "th" sounds (/θ/ and /ð/) are often pronounced as /t/ and 

/d/, respectively. 

 Example: "This" might be pronounced as /dɪs/ and "think" as 

/tɪŋk/. 
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o Flapping: The "t" sound between vowels can be pronounced as a flap /ɾ/ 

(similar to the American English "flap t"). 

 Example: "Better" might sound like /ˈbɛɾər/.  

4. Influence from Native Languages 

o Language Transfer: Phonetic features from Indian languages can 

influence English pronunciation, such as the influence of Hindi, Tamil, 

Telugu, or Bengali. 

o Ending Consonants: The pronunciation of ending consonants can be 

influenced by the sounds in native Indian languages. 

 Example: The word "work" might have a clearer /k/ sound at the 

end compared to some other English accents. 

5. Common Variations by Region 

o Southern Indian English: Includes influences from Dravidian 

languages like Tamil and Telugu. 

 Example: More pronounced retroflex sounds and syllable-timed 

rhythm. 

o Northern Indian English: Includes influences from Indo-Aryan 

languages like Hindi and Punjabi. 

 Example: The pronunciation of "t" and "d" can be more dental, 

and vowel sounds may vary. 

6. Lexical and Grammatical Differences 

o Vocabulary: Some words and expressions are uniquely Indian. 

 Example: "Cousin-brother" and "cousin-sister" are used for male 

and female cousins, respectively. 

o Grammar: Some grammatical constructions may reflect native 

language patterns. 

 Example: "He is not coming no more" (double negatives). 

 The Indian accent of English is a result of the rich linguistic landscape of India, 

incorporating elements from various native languages and regional dialects. It reflects 

the unique blend of cultures and languages that characterize the Indian subcontinent. 
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Word Accent  

Word accent, also known as word stress or lexical stress, refers to the emphasis placed 

on a particular syllable within a word. This emphasis can change the meaning or 

pronunciation of the word and is crucial for proper pronunciation and understanding in 

many languages. 

Key Aspects of Word Accent 

1. Definition 

o Word Accent: The emphasis or prominence given to one syllable within a word, often 

achieved by making it louder, longer, or with a higher pitch compared to the other 

syllables. 

2. Features 

o Loudness: The accented syllable is usually pronounced louder than the others. 

o Duration: The accented syllable is often held slightly longer. 

o Pitch: The accented syllable may have a higher pitch compared to the other syllables. 

3. Examples 

o English: 

 ‘REcord (noun) vs. re‘CORD (verb) 

 In "record" (noun), the accent is on the first syllable: /ˈrɛkɔrd/. 

 In "record" (verb), the accent is on the second syllable: /rɪˈkɔrd/. 

 ‘PHOtograph (noun) vs. pho‘TOgraph (verb) 

 In "photograph" (noun), the accent is on the first syllable: /ˈfoʊtəˌɡræf/. 

 In "photograph" (verb), the accent is on the second syllable: /foʊˈtɒɡræf/. 

o French: 

 In French, word stress is generally placed on the final syllable of a word or phrase. 

 café: /kaˈfeɪ/, with the stress on the final syllable. 

o Spanish: 

 Word stress in Spanish follows specific rules based on the spelling and type of word. 

 feliz (happy): /feˈliz/, with stress on the second syllable. 

 comida (food): /koˈmiða/, with stress on the second syllable. 
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4. Importance 

o Meaning: In some languages, changing the word accent can change the meaning of 

the word. 

o Intelligibility: Correct word accent helps in clear communication and understanding. 

o Naturalness: Using the correct word accent makes speech sound more natural and 

fluent. 

5. Learning and Application 

o Language Learning: Understanding and mastering word accent is crucial for learners 

to sound more native-like and be easily understood. 

o Dialect Variation: Different accents and dialects can have varying patterns of word 

stress, which can be important for both comprehension and identity. 

Word accent plays a significant role in pronunciation and meaning, and mastering it is 

essential for effective communication in any language. 

 

Rules of Word Accent  

1. Two-Syllable Words 

Nouns and Adjectives: Stress on the first syllable 

1. TAble 

2. HAPpy 

3. DOctor 

4. LIon 

5. CLOSet 

6. CENter 

7. CHIna 

8. STUdent 

9. PENcil 

10. Mother 

Verbs and Prepositions: Stress on the second syllable 

1. to reLAX 

2. to beGIN 
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3. to forGET 

4. to preTEND 

5. beTWEEN 

6. aMONG 

7. aSIDE 

8. withIN 

9. aBOVE 

10.  aHEAD 

2. Words with More than Two Syllables 

Prefixes and Root Words: Stress on the root word 

1. unHAppy 

2. disLIKE 

3. reTURN 

4. preFER 

5. inVITE 

6. misTAKE 

7. exPORT 

8. overCOME 

9. subTRACT 

10. outline 

Suffixes that do not affect stress 

1. QUIet 

2. QUIetly 

3. HAPpy 

4. HAPpiness 

5. POWer 

6. POWerful 

7. KINdness 

8. FEARless 
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9. SADly 

10. BAREly 

Suffixes that affect stress 

-ic, -ical: Stress the syllable before the suffix 

1. ecoNOMic 

2. poLItical 

3. draMAtic 

4. specTAcular 

5. geOgraphy 

6. hisTOric 

7. reAListic 

8. sysTEMatic 

9. acADEmic 

10. enERgetic 

-ity, -itive: Stress the third syllable from the end 

1. reLIability 

2. comPETitive 

3. creATivity 

4. senSItivity 

5. posSIBility 

6. acTIVity 

7. flexIBility 

8. negATivity 

9. naTIONality 

10. oPPORtunity 

-ion, -ian: Stress the syllable before the suffix 

1. comPLEtion 

2. muSIcian 

3. conDItions 
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4. comMISsion 

5. transFORmation 

6. deCIsion 

7. reLAtionship 

8. poSItion 

9. inVAsion 

10. proFEsion 

3. Compound Words 

Compound Nouns: Stress on the first part 

1. BLACKboard 

2. KEYboard 

3. TOOTHbrush 

4. SUNlight 

5. BEDroom 

6. FOOTball 

7. AIRplane 

8. BOOKstore 

9. MAILbox 

10. RACEcar 

Compound Adjectives and Verbs: Stress on the second part 

1. old-FAshioned 

2. short-TERMed 

3. red-HAIred 

4. deep-ROOTed 

5. well-KNOWN 

6. to underSTAND 

7. to overLOOK 

8. to overCOME 

9. to underMINE 
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10. to outPERform 

4. Words Ending in -ate, -ize, and -y 

-ate: Two syllables, stress the first syllable; More than two syllables, stress the 

third syllable from the end 

1. CLIimate 

2. DEbate 

3. CREate 

4. inDIcate 

5. transLATE 

6. neGOTiate 

7. conGRAtulate 

8. asSOciate 

9. deMONstrate 

10. eLIMinate 

-ize: Stress the third syllable from the end 

1. REalize 

2. CIVilize 

3. ORganize 

4. UtiLIZE 

5. MEchanize 

6. AUthorize 

7. MOdernize 

8. STAbilize 

9. Energize 

10. HOSpitalize 

-y: Stress the third syllable from the end 

1. EAsily 

2. aPOlogy 

3. DIversify 
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4. SIMplify 

5. SPECify 

6. iDENtify 

7. CERtify 

8. QUalify 

9. ELEgant 

10. FAMily 

Special Cases and Exceptions 

Proper Names: Follow their own stress rules 

1. New YORK 

2. ChiCAgo 

3. San FRANcisco 

4. Los ANgeles 

5. LonDON 

6. ParIS 

7. ToKYO 

8. MosCOW 

9. BerLIN 

10. MaDRID 

Words of Latin or Greek Origin: Unique stress patterns 

1. PHOtograph 

2. phoTOgraphy 

3. phoTOgrapher 

4. THEater 

5. theAter 

6. theATRical 

7. AUtomobile 

8. auTOmobile 

9. autoMOtion 
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10. THEology 

Heteronyms: Change stress based on part of speech 

1. REcord (noun) / reCORD (verb) 

2. CONtract (noun) / conTRACT (verb) 

3. INcrease (noun) / inCREASE (verb) 

4. PERmit (noun) / perMIT (verb) 

5. IMpact (noun) / imPACT (verb) 

6. PROduce (noun) / proDUCE (verb) 

7. PREsent (noun) / preSENT (verb) 

8. OBject (noun) / obJECT (verb) 

9. CONvert (noun) / conVERT (verb) 

10. INsult (noun) / inSULT (verb) 

Understanding and practicing these rules and examples can significantly enhance your 

English pronunciation and comprehension. 

Rules of word stress.  

1. Two-Syllable Words 

Nouns and Adjectives: Stress on the first syllable 

1. TAble /ˈteɪ.bəl/ 

2. HAPpy /ˈhæp.i/ 

3. DOctor /ˈdɒk.tər/ 

4. LIon /ˈlaɪ.ən/ 

5. CLOSet /ˈklɒ.zɪt/ 

6. CENter /ˈsɛn.tər/ 

7. CHIna /ˈtʃaɪ.nə/ 

8. STUdent /ˈstjuː.dənt/ 

9. PENcil /ˈpɛn.sɪl/ 

10. MOther /ˈmʌð.ər/ 
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Verbs and Prepositions: Stress on the second syllable 

1. to reLAX /rɪˈlæks/ 

2. to beGIN /bɪˈɡɪn/ 

3. to forGET /fəˈɡɛt/ 

4. to preTEND /prɪˈtɛnd/ 

5. beTWEEN /bɪˈtwiːn/ 

6. aMONG /əˈmʌŋ/ 

7. aSIDE /əˈsaɪd/ 

8. withIN /wɪðˈɪn/ 

9. aBOVE /əˈbʌv/ 

10. aHEAD /əˈhɛd/ 

2. Words with More than Two Syllables 

Prefixes and Root Words: Stress on the root word 

1. unHAppy /ʌnˈhæp.i/ 

2. disLIKE /dɪsˈlaɪk/ 

3. reTURN /rɪˈtɜrn/ 

4. preFER /prɪˈfɜr/ 

5. inVITE /ɪnˈvaɪt/ 

6. misTAKE /mɪsˈteɪk/ 

7. exPORT /ɪkˈspɔrt/ 

8. overCOME /ˌoʊ.vərˈkʌm/ 

9. subTRACT /səbˈtrækt/ 

10. outLINE /ˈaʊt.laɪn/ 

Suffixes that do not affect stress 

1. QUIet /ˈkwaɪ.ət/ 

2. QUIetly /ˈkwaɪ.ət.li/ 

3. HAPpy /ˈhæp.i/ 

4. HAPpiness /ˈhæp.i.nəs/ 

5. POWer /ˈpaʊ.ər/ 
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6. POWerful /ˈpaʊ.ər.fəl/ 

7. KINdness /ˈkaɪnd.nəs/ 

8. FEARless /ˈfɪər.ləs/ 

9. SADly /ˈsæd.li/ 

10. BAREly /ˈbɛər.li/ 

Suffixes that affect stress 

-ic, -ical: Stress the syllable before the suffix 

1. ecoNOMic /ˌɛk.əˈnɑm.ɪk/ 

2. poLItical /pəˈlɪt.ɪ.kəl/ 

3. draMAtic /drəˈmæt.ɪk/ 

4. specTAcular /spɛkˈtæk.jə.lər/ 

5. geOgraphy /dʒiˈɑɡ.rə.fi/ 

6. hisTOric /hɪˈstɔr.ɪk/ 

7. reAListic /ˌriː.əˈlɪs.tɪk/ 

8. sysTEMatic /ˌsɪs.təˈmæt.ɪk/ 

9. acADEmic /ˌæk.əˈdɛm.ɪk/ 

10. enERgetic /ˌɛn.ərˈdʒɛt.ɪk/ 

-ity, -itive: Stress the third syllable from the end 

1. reLIability /rɪˌlaɪ.əˈbɪl.ɪ.ti/ 

2. comPETitive /kəmˈpɛt.ɪ.tɪv/ 

3. creATivity /ˌkriː.eɪˈtɪv.ɪ.ti/ 

4. senSItivity /ˌsɛn.sɪˈtɪv.ɪ.ti/ 

5. posSIBility /ˌpɒs.əˈbɪl.ɪ.ti/ 

6. acTIVity /ækˈtɪv.ɪ.ti/ 

7. flexIBility /ˌflɛk.sɪˈbɪl.ɪ.ti/ 

8. negATivity /ˌnɛɡ.əˈtɪv.ɪ.ti/ 

9. naTIONality /ˌnæʃ.əˈnæl.ɪ.ti/ 

10. oPPORtunity /ˌɒp.əˈtjuː.nɪ.ti/ 
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-ion, -ian: Stress the syllable before the suffix 

1. comPLEtion /kəmˈpliː.ʃən/ 

2. muSIcian /mjuˈzɪʃ.ən/ 

3. conDItions /kənˈdɪʃ.ənz/ 

4. comMISsion /kəˈmɪʃ.ən/ 

5. transFORmation /ˌtræns.fɔrˈmeɪ.ʃən/ 

6. deCIsion /dɪˈsɪʒ.ən/ 

7. reLAtionship /rɪˈleɪ.ʃən.ʃɪp/ 

8. poSItion /pəˈzɪʃ.ən/ 

9. inVAsion /ɪnˈveɪ.ʒən/ 

10. proFEsion /prəˈfɛʃ.ən/ 

3. Compound Words 

Compound Nouns: Stress on the first part 

1. BLACKboard /ˈblæk.bɔrd/ 

2. KEYboard /ˈkiː.bɔrd/ 

3. TOOTHbrush /ˈtuːθ.brʌʃ/ 

4. SUNlight /ˈsʌn.laɪt/ 

5. BEDroom /ˈbɛd.ruːm/ 

6. FOOTball /ˈfʊt.bɔl/ 

7. AIRplane /ˈɛər.pleɪn/ 

8. BOOKstore /ˈbʊk.stɔr/ 

9. MAILbox /ˈmeɪl.bɑks/ 

10. RACEcar /ˈreɪs.kɑr/ 

Compound Adjectives and Verbs: Stress on the second part 

1. old-FAshioned /oʊldˈfæʃ.ənd/ 

2. short-TERMed /ʃɔrtˈtɜrmd/ 

3. red-HAIred /rɛdˈhɛrd/ 

4. deep-ROOTed /diːpˈruː.tɪd/ 

5. well-KNOWN /ˌwɛlˈnoʊn/ 
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6. to underSTAND /ˌʌn.dərˈstænd/ 

7. to overLOOK /ˌoʊ.vərˈlʊk/ 

8. to overCOME /ˌoʊ.vərˈkʌm/ 

9. to underMINE /ˌʌn.dərˈmaɪn/ 

10. to outPERform /ˌaʊt.pərˈfɔrm/ 

4. Words Ending in -ate, -ize, and -y 

-ate: Two syllables, stress the first syllable; More than two syllables, stress the 

third syllable from the end 

1. CLIimate /ˈklaɪ.mət/ 

2. DEbate /dɪˈbeɪt/ 3 

Words Ending in -ate, -ize, and -y with Stress and IPA Transcriptions 

-ate: Two syllables, stress the first syllable; More than two syllables, stress the third 

syllable from the end 

1. CLIimate /ˈklaɪ.mət/ 

2. DEbate /dɪˈbeɪt/ 

3. CREate /kriˈeɪt/ 

4. inDIcate /ˈɪn.dɪ.keɪt/ 

5. transLATE /trænsˈleɪt/ 

6. neGOTiate /nɪˈɡoʊ.ʃi.eɪt/ 

7. conGRAtulate /kənˈɡræʧ.ə.leɪt/ 

8. asSOciate /əˈsoʊ.ʃi.eɪt/ 

9. deMONstrate /ˈdɛm.ən.streɪt/ 

10. eLIMinate /ɪˈlɪm.ɪ.neɪt/ 

-ize: Stress the third syllable from the end 

1. REalize /ˈriː.ə.laɪz/ 

2. CIVilize /ˈsɪv.ɪ.laɪz/ 

3. ORganize /ˈɔr.ɡə.naɪz/ 

4. UtiLIZE /ˈjuː.tɪ.laɪz/ 

5. MEchanize /ˈmɛk.ə.naɪz/ 

6. AUthorize /ˈɔː.θə.raɪz/ 
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7. MOdernize /ˈmɑː.dər.naɪz/ 

8. STAbilize /ˈsteɪ.bɪ.laɪz/ 

9. Energize /ˈɛn.ər.dʒaɪz/ 

10. HOSpitalize /ˈhɑː.spɪ.t̬əl.aɪz/ 

-y: Stress the third syllable from the end 

1. EAsily /ˈiː.zɪ.li/ 

2. aPOlogy /əˈpɒl.ə.dʒi/ 

3. DIversify /daɪˈvɜr.sɪ.faɪ/ 

4. SIMplify /ˈsɪm.plɪ.faɪ/ 

5. SPECify /ˈspɛs.ɪ.faɪ/ 

6. iDENtify /aɪˈdɛn.tɪ.faɪ/ 

7. CERtify /ˈsɜr.tɪ.faɪ/ 

8. QUalify /ˈkwɒl.ɪ.faɪ/ 

9. ELEgant /ˈɛl.ɪ.ɡənt/ 

10. FAMily /ˈfæm.ɪ.li/ 

Intonation 

Intonation refers to the rise and fall of the pitch of the voice when speaking. It's how 

the melody of a sentence is created by varying the pitch. Intonation is important 

because it helps convey meaning and emotion, making our speech more expressive 

and clear. 

Here are some key points about intonation: 

1. Types of Intonation Patterns: 

Intonation patterns in English are the variations in pitch while speaking. They can 

convey different meanings or emotions and are crucial for effective communication. 

Here are four main types of intonation patterns with 10 simple examples for each: 

1. Rising Intonation (↗) 

This pattern occurs when the pitch of the voice rises at the end of the sentence. It is 

often used in yes/no questions, unfinished thoughts, and lists. 
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Examples: 

1. Are you coming? ↗ 

2. Is it raining? ↗ 

3. Do you like pizza? ↗ 

4. Can I help you? ↗ 

5. Is this your book? ↗ 

6. Did you see that? ↗ 

7. Are we there yet? ↗ 

8. Will you join us? ↗ 

9. Is he your brother? ↗ 

10. Are they ready? ↗ 

2. Falling Intonation (↘) 

This pattern occurs when the pitch of the voice falls at the end of the sentence. It is 

commonly used in statements, commands, and Wh-questions (questions starting with 

what, where, when, why, who, how). 

Examples: 

1. She is my friend. ↘ 

2. I finished my homework. ↘ 

3. Close the door. ↘ 

4. What is your name? ↘ 

5. Where are you going? ↘ 

6. When does the train leave? ↘ 

7. Why are you late? ↘ 

8. Who is that man? ↘ 

9. How does it work? ↘ 

10. He lives in New York. ↘ 

3. Rising-Falling Intonation (↗↘) 

This pattern occurs when the pitch rises and then falls within the same sentence. It is 

often used in expressing choices, listing items, or conveying surprise or contrast. 
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Examples: 

1. Do you want tea ↗ or coffee ↘? 

2. I can go ↗, but I’d rather stay ↘. 

3. Is it blue ↗ or green ↘? 

4. We can drive ↗, or we can fly ↘. 

5. She likes apples ↗, not oranges ↘. 

6. Are you tired ↗ or just bored ↘? 

7. He is tall ↗, but she is taller ↘. 

8. You can have soup ↗ or salad ↘. 

9. It’s raining ↗, but I still want to go ↘. 

10. Should we start now ↗ or later ↘? 

4. Falling-Rising Intonation (↘↗) 

This pattern occurs when the pitch falls and then rises within the same sentence. It is 

used to indicate doubt, uncertainty, or a contrast. 

Examples: 

1. I guess so ↘, but I’m not sure ↗. 

2. It’s possible ↘, but unlikely ↗. 

3. Maybe we can ↘, if you want ↗. 

4. I thought he was here ↘, but maybe not ↗. 

5. It’s fine ↘, I think ↗. 

6. I might go ↘, but I don’t know ↗. 

7. She said yes ↘, or did she ↗? 

8. It seems okay ↘, doesn’t it ↗? 

9. I believe you ↘, sort of ↗. 

10. It looks easy ↘, but is it ↗? 

2. Functions of Intonation:  

o Expressing emotions: Intonation can show happiness, surprise, anger, etc. 

o Indicating questions: Rising intonation can turn a statement into a question. 
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o Emphasizing points: Changing intonation can highlight important parts of a 

sentence. 

Word Transcription  

Phonetic transcription of words by using IPA (International Phonetic Alphabet) 

symbols is a system for representing the exact sounds of speech. This method helps to 

show how words are pronounced, capturing nuances in pronunciation that standard 

spelling might not convey. 

What is IPA? 

The IPA is a set of symbols that each represent a distinct sound (phoneme) used in 

human languages. It provides a consistent way to transcribe sounds from any 

language, making it useful for language learning, linguistics, and pronunciation 

guides. 

How Does It Work? 

1. Each IPA symbol represents a specific sound. 

2. The transcription shows how a word is pronounced, including variations 

in stress, intonation, and specific phonetic features. 

Examples: 

1. Word: "Cat" 

o Phonetic Transcription: /kæt/ 

o Breakdown: 
 /k/ = the initial sound, as in "kite" 

 /æ/ = the vowel sound, as in "bat" 

 /t/ = the final sound, as in "top" 

2. Word: "Thought" 
o Phonetic Transcription: /θɔːt/ 

o Breakdown: 
 /θ/ = the initial sound, as in "think" 

 /ɔː/ = the vowel sound, as in "law" (British English) 

 /t/ = the final sound, as in "top" 

3. Word: "Mission" 
o Phonetic Transcription: /ˈmɪʃən/ 

o Breakdown: 

 /ˈm/ = the initial sound, as in "man" 

 /ɪ/ = the vowel sound, as in "sit" 
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 /ʃ/ = the "sh" sound, as in "shoe" 

 /ən/ = the ending, with a schwa /ə/ followed by /n/ 

 

4. Word: "Route" (American English) 
o Phonetic Transcription: /ruːt/ 

o Breakdown: 
 /r/ = the initial sound, as in "red" 

 /uː/ = the vowel sound, as in "food" 

 /t/ = the final sound, as in "top" 

5. Word: "Route" (British English) 

o Phonetic Transcription: /raʊt/ 

o Breakdown: 
 /r/ = the initial sound, as in "red" 

 /aʊ/ = the diphthong vowel sound, as in "out" 

 /t/ = the final sound, as in "top" 

Benefits of IPA Transcription: 

 Clarity: Shows precise pronunciation, which is useful for language learners. 

 Consistency: Provides a standard way to describe sounds across different 

languages. 

 Detail: Captures subtle differences in pronunciation that regular spelling might 

not show. 

In essence, IPA transcription helps to accurately represent how words are spoken, 

providing a valuable tool for studying and teaching pronunciation. 

Examples of Word Transcription 

Here are 100 examples of words commonly used in daily life, each with their phonetic  

transcription using IPA symbols: 

1. Apple /ˈæpəl/ 

2. Banana /bəˈnænə/ 

3. Chair /tʃɛər/ 

4. Dog /dɔɡ/ 

5. Elephant /ˈɛlɪfənt/ 

6. Friend /frɛnd/ 

7. House /haʊs/ 

8. Ice /aɪs/ 

9. Jacket /ˈdʒækɪt/ 



 

33 

 

10. Kite /kaɪt/ 

11. Lamp /læmp/ 

12. Milk /mɪlk/ 

13. Nurse /nɜrs/ 

14. Orange /ˈɔrɪndʒ/ 

15. Pen /pɛn/ 

16. Quilt /kwɪlt/ 

17. Rain /reɪn/ 

18. Sun /sʌn/ 

19. Tree /triː/ 

20. Umbrella /ʌmˈbrɛlə/ 

21. Vegetable /ˈvɛdʒtəbl/ 

22. Water /ˈwɔːtər/ 

23. X-ray /ˈɛksreɪ/ 

24. Yogurt /ˈjoʊɡərt/ 

25. Zebra /ˈziːbrə/ 

26. Book /bʊk/ 

27. Cat /kæt/ 

28. Door /dɔːr/ 

29. Egg /ɛɡ/ 

30. Fork /fɔrk/ 

31. Guitar /ɡɪˈtɑːr/ 

32. Hair /hɛər/ 

33. Internet /ˈɪntəˌnɛt/ 

34. Juice /dʒuːs/ 

35. Key /kiː/ 

36. Leg /lɛɡ/ 

37. Mirror /ˈmɪrər/ 

38. Notebook /ˈnoʊtbʊk/ 

39. Oven /ˈʌvən/ 

40. Phone /foʊn/ 

41. Queen /kwiːn/ 
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42. Rocket /ˈrɒkɪt/ 

43. Shoes /ʃuːz/ 

44. Towel /ˈtaʊəl/ 

45. Uniform /ˈjuːnɪfɔːrm/ 

46. Vase /veɪs/ 

47. Window /ˈwɪndoʊ/ 

48. Yard /jɑːrd/ 

49. Zoo /zuː/ 

50. Airport /ˈɛərpɔːrt/ 

51. Breakfast /ˈbrɛkfəst/ 

52. City /ˈsɪti/ 

53. Dance /dæns/ 

54. Energy /ˈɛnərdʒi/ 

55. Flower /ˈflaʊər/ 

56. Game /ɡeɪm/ 

57. Hotel /hoʊˈtɛl/ 

58. Island /ˈaɪlənd/ 

59. Juice /dʒuːs/ 

60. Kangaroo /ˌkæŋɡəˈruː/ 

61. Lunch /lʌntʃ/ 

62. Market /ˈmɑːrkɪt/ 

63. Newspaper /ˈnjuːzˌpeɪpər/ 

64. Orange /ˈɔrɪndʒ/ 

65. Pencil /ˈpɛnsl/ 

66. Question /ˈkwɛstʃən/ 

67. Restaurant /ˈrɛstərɒnt/ 

68. Salt /sɔːlt/ 

69. Table /ˈteɪbəl/ 

70. Umbrella /ʌmˈbrɛlə/ 

71. Vegetable /ˈvɛdʒtəbl/ 

72. Wallet /ˈwɒlɪt/ 

73. Xylophone /ˈzaɪləˌfoʊn/ 
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74. Yawn /jɔːn/ 

75. Zoo /zuː/ 

76. Actor /ˈæktər/ 

77. Bicycle /ˈbaɪsɪkl/ 

78. Chocolate /ˈtʃɒklət/ 

79. Daughter /ˈdɔːtər/ 

80. Eleven /ɪˈlɛvən/ 

81. Fireplace /ˈfaɪərˌpleɪs/ 

82. Glasses /ˈɡlæses/ 

83. Helmet /ˈhɛlmɪt/ 

84. Icecream /ˈaɪskriːm/ 

85. Jeans /dʒiːnz/ 

86. Keyboard /ˈkiːbɔːrd/ 

87. Laundry /ˈlɔːndri/ 

88. Mirror /ˈmɪrər/ 

89. Notebook /ˈnoʊtbʊk/ 

90. Open /ˈoʊpən/ 

91. Puzzle /ˈpʌzl/ 

92. Quarantine /ˈkwɔːrəntiːn/ 

93. Restaurant /ˈrɛstərɒnt/ 

94. Shoe /ʃuː/ 

95. Teacher /ˈtiːtʃər/ 

96. University /ˌjuːnɪˈvɜːrsɪti/ 

97. Vegetable /ˈvɛdʒtəbl/ 

98. Whistle /ˈwɪsl/ 

99. Xylophone /ˈzaɪləˌfoʊn/ 

100. Yoga /ˈjoʊɡə/ 

These transcriptions show how words used in everyday conversations are pronounced 

using the IPA symbols.  

 



 

36 

 

Word Stress  

Word stress in English involves emphasizing one syllable more than others in a word. 

Stress can affect the meaning and pronunciation of words. Here are ten examples of 

different rules of word stress with their phonetic transcriptions using IPA symbols: 

1. Noun vs. Verb Stress 

Rule: In many English words, nouns and verbs with the same spelling have different 

stress patterns. Generally, nouns are stressed on the first syllable, while verbs are 

stressed on the second syllable. 

Nouns (First Syllable Stress): 

1. REcord /ˈrɛkɔrd/ (noun) 

2. CONtract /ˈkɒntrækt/ (noun) 

3. PROduce /ˈprəʊdjuːs/ (noun) 

4. ADDRESS /ˈædrəs/ (noun) 

5. SUBject /ˈsʌbdʒɪkt/ (noun) 

6. CONcept /ˈkɒnsept/ (noun) 

7. PROtest /ˈprəʊtɛst/ (noun) 

8. IMPORT /ˈɪmpɔːrt/ (noun) 

9. COMplaint /ˈkɒmpleɪnt/ (noun) 

10. PERson /ˈpɜːrsən/ (noun) 

Verbs (Second Syllable Stress): 

1. reCORD /rɪˈkɔrd/ (verb) 

2. conTRACT /kənˈtrækt/ (verb) 

3. proDUCE /prəˈduːs/ (verb) 

4. adDRESS /əˈdrɛs/ (verb) 

5. subJECT /səbˈdʒɛkt/ (verb) 

6. conCEPT /kənˈsɛpt/ (verb) 

7. proTEST /prəˈtɛst/ (verb) 

8. imPORT /ɪmˈpɔːrt/ (verb) 

9. comPLAIN /kəmˈpleɪn/ (verb) 

10. perMIT /pərˈmɪt/ (verb) 
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2. Prefixes and Suffixes Stress 

Rule: Stress can be influenced by prefixes and suffixes. Many words with prefixes 

have the primary stress on the root, while suffixes often change the stress pattern. 

Prefix Stress (Primary Stress on Root): 

1. UNhappy /ʌnˈhæpi/ 

2. IMpossible /ɪmˈpɒsəbl/ 

3. DISagree /dɪsəˈɡriː/ 

4. REwrite /riːˈraɪt/ 

5. PREview /ˈpriːvjuː/ 

6. INcorrect /ˌɪnkəˈrɛkt/ 

7. OVERwork /ˌoʊvərˈwɜrk/ 

8. MISlead /mɪsˈliːd/ 

9. DEscribe /dɪˈskraɪb/ 

10. UNDERstand /ˌʌndərˈstænd/ 

Suffix Stress (Suffix Affects Stress): 

1. happiNESS /ˈhæpinəs/ (suffix -ness) 

2. beautiFUL /ˈbjuːtɪfəl/ (suffix -ful) 

3. manageMENT /ˈmænɪdʒmənt/ (suffix -ment) 

4. comfortABLE /ˈkʌmfərtəbəl/ (suffix -able) 

5. educaTION /ˌɛdjuˈkeɪʃən/ (suffix -tion) 

6. incredible /ɪnˈkrɛdɪbəl/ (suffix -ible) 

7. industrial /ɪnˈdʌstriəl/ (suffix -ial) 

8. nationalITY /ˌnæʃəˈnæləti/ (suffix -ity) 

9. preference /ˈprɛfərəns/ (suffix -ence) 

10. dangerous /ˈdeɪndʒərəs/ (suffix -ous) 

3. Compound Words Stress 

Rule: In compound words, the primary stress usually falls on the first part of the 

compound when the compound is a noun, and on the second part when the compound 

is a verb. 

Nouns (First Part Stress): 
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1. TOOTHbrush /ˈtuːθbrʌʃ/ 

2. SUNflower /ˈsʌnˌflaʊər/ 

3. POSTman /ˈpəʊstmæn/ 

4. NEWSpaper /ˈnjuːzˌpeɪpər/ 

5. BATHroom /ˈbæθruːm/ 

6. FLASHlight /ˈflæʃˌlaɪt/ 

7. MAILbox /ˈmeɪlˌbɒks/ 

8. FOOTball /ˈfʊtbɔːl/ 

9. TOOTHpaste /ˈtuːθpeɪst/ 

10. HEADlight /ˈhɛdlaɪt/ 

Verbs (Second Part Stress): 

1. overLOOK /ˌoʊvərˈlʊk/ 

2. underSTAND /ˌʌndərˈstænd/ 

3. reLAX /rɪˈlæks/ 

4. upGRADE /ʌpˈɡreɪd/ 

5. outRUN /aʊtˈrʌn/ 

6. preTEND /prɪˈtɛnd/ 

7. forGET /fərˈɡɛt/ 

8. rePORT /rɪˈpɔːrt/ 

9. **overCOME /ˌoʊvərˈkʌm/ 

10. underGO /ˌʌndərˈɡoʊ/ 

4. Multisyllable Words Stress 

Rule: In multisyllable words, stress often falls on the root or base syllable, and 

patterns can vary based on word origin and affix. 

First Syllable Stress: 

1. PHOtograph /ˈfəʊtəɡræf/ 

2. TElephone /ˈtɛlɪˌfoʊn/ 

3. TAble /ˈteɪbəl/ 

4. CONtract /ˈkɒntrækt/ 

5. MAjor /ˈmeɪdʒər/ 
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6. HAppy /ˈhæpi/ 

7. HOspital /ˈhɒspɪtl/ 

8. BAckground /ˈbækɡraʊnd/ 

9. ELectric /ɪˈlɛktrɪk/ 

10. EXample /ɪɡˈzæmpl/ 

Second Syllable Stress: 

1. aMUSE /əˈmjuːz/ 

2. comPUTer /kəmˈpjuːtə(r)/ 

3. creAte /krɪˈeɪt/ 

4. reLAX /rɪˈlæks/ 

5. reCEIVE /rɪˈsiːv/ 

6. aBOVE /əˈbʌv/ 

7. desTROY /dɪsˈtrɔɪ/ 

8. preFER /prɪˈfɜːr/ 

9. comPLETE /kəmˈpliːt/ 

10. proNOUNCE /prəˈnaʊns/ 

These examples illustrate how stress patterns can vary based on word type, function, 

and affixation. Understanding these patterns can help with proper pronunciation and 

comprehension. 

 

Unit -II :   Productive skills -I  

1) Anchoring/conducting programmes.  

2) Proposing vote of thanks.  

 

Anchoring a Programme 

1. A Sample of Main Events of the Programme 

 Arrival of the guests in the college, putting on badges (Principal’s Chamber)  

 Arrival of guests on the dais 

 Lighting of the lamp, prayer song. 

 Floral welcome of the guest. 
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 Introduction of the chairperson by the principal. 

 Introductory address. 

 Address by the chief guest. 

 Speeches of the dignitaries on the dais. 

 Presidential address. 

 Vote of thanks. 

 2. Various Formal/Semi-formal Events: 

 Inauguration 

 Stone-laying 

 Cultural programme 

 Song and dance night 

 Farewell/Send off Programme 

 Felicitation/Get-together 

 Sehinar/conference/symposium/prize distribution/ awards 

ceremony/valedictory function 

 Memorial Talk 

  3 . Kinds of Guests 

 Chief guest 

 Special guest/Guest of honour 

 Chairperson/president 

 Key speaker/Key-note speaker 

 Special invitee(s) 

 Resource person(s) 

4. The Main Person 

 The announcer (don't call him/her a conductor) 

 Compere 

 The anchor 

5. How to Start? 

S/he may also use a good quotation or poetic lines suitable for the occasion. 
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Formal sentence: With the consent of the chair I would like to start today's 

programme. 

 

6. Inviting the Guests to Light the Lamp   

 Let's make an auspicious beginning of today's programme by kindling the light 

of knowledge. 

 Light is the foundation of our life and culture. That's why we kindle it at the 

beginning of every enterprise. 

After such statement invite the guests. 

May I invite the dignitaries on the dais to kindle the lamp and garland the portraits 

of_______.  

 

7. Prayer Song and Welcome song 

 Let's now offer our humblest prayer to social reformers 

 We wish to express our feelings of welcome through rhyme. 

 May I now request Mr./Miss ___________ to offer the  welcome song? 

 

  8. Welcoming the guests  

I request Dr./Mr./Mrs._________________ to welcome  today's ____________ (the 

title) Dr./Mr./Mrs____________________ by offering a bouquet/ garland.  

 

 

We are privileged to have Dr./Mr./Mrs. _________ (name of the chief guest) 

as____________ (the title) today. I request Dr./Mr./Mrs. _______________  to 

welcome him/her with a bouquet/garland.  

 

9. Sequence of the Welcome 

The chairperson 

The chief guest 

The guests of honour 

Other guests/dignitaries on the dais 



 

42 

 

The head of the host organization 

Other people present on the dais 

 

10. Introducing the guests. 

 It is my proud privilege to introduce Dr./Mr./Miss_______________  to you.  

 Dr./Mr./Mrs. is a well known figure and needs no introduction. However, I feel 

privileged today to represent the great personality to you. 

 

Kinds of address 

 Opening words 

 Introductory speech  

 Inaugural speech/address 

 Report presentation 

 Key-note address 

 Chairperson speech/presidential address 

 Valedictory address 

 Condolence speech  

 

12. Inviting Various Speakers. 

I/we now invite today's (the title)Dr./Mr./ Mrs. to speak a few words on this occasion. 

MayI/we now invite Dr./Mr./Mrs. To guide us on this occasion? 

I/we now call upon the (the title) Dr./Mr. /Mrs___________ to deliver his/her address. 

With great pleasureI/We now call upon the (the title)Dr./Mr./Mrs. to oblige us with 

words of guidance. 

Its my great pleasure to invite the(the title)Dr./Mr./ Mrs. to enlighten us with his/her 

address 

Thank the previous speaker before calling the next speaker. 
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13. Felicitation (Memento /Coconut/ Shawl) 

 I request Dr./Mr./Mrs. to felicitate our chief guest/Mr. ___________ to 

felicitate our chief guest by offering him shawl, coconut, and memento. (the 

felicitated guest is then invited to respond to the felicitation) 

 I, now request our guest of honour Mr./Mrs. to respond to the felicitation. 

 

14. Proposing Vote of Thanks. 

 I am/we are extremely grateful to Dr./Mr./Mrs.________ for  

____________________. 

 I express deep sense of gratitude to Dr./Mr./ Mrs. __________  for 

_____________  

 sparing time from his/her busy schedule to grace the occasion and speak to us. 

 Accepting our invitation and gracing the function with his/her address. 

 Agreeing to be the chief guest/president/chairperson/ key-speaker etc.or for 

agreeing to inaugurate _______________.  

 

Script for Anchoring a Welcome Function for Newly Admitted Students in 

College 

Anchor 1 (A1): Good [morning/afternoon/evening], everyone! 

Respected Principal Dr. Meena Nikam, esteemed faculty members, dear students, and 

our very special guests – the newly admitted students, a very warm welcome to each 

one of you! 

Anchor 2 (A2): It's indeed a joyous occasion as we gather here to welcome the 

newest members of our college family. My name is Rahul, and alongside me is Priya. 

We are honored to be your hosts for this wonderful evening. 

A1: To begin this special program, let's invoke the blessings of the Almighty. May I 

request everyone to please rise for the prayer song? 

[Prayer song or a moment of silent prayer] 
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A2:  Thank you. You may be seated. Now, I would like to invite our respected 

Principal, Dr. Meena Sharma, to deliver the welcome address. Let's welcome her with 

a big round of applause. 

[Principal’s Welcome Address] 

A1:  Thank you, Dr. Meena Sharma, for your encouraging words. It's always inspiring 

to hear from you. 

A2:  Next, we have our cultural performances lined up, showcasing the diverse talents 

of our students. First up, we have a classical dance performance by Ananya. Let’s 

welcome her with a huge round of applause! 

[Classical Dance Performance] 

A1: Wow! That was indeed a mesmerizing performance. Thank you, Ananya, for that 

beautiful rendition. 

A2: Now, let's have some fun! We have planned an interactive game session to break 

the ice and get to know our new students better. Are you all ready? 

[Interactive Game Session] 

A1:  That was a lot of fun! We hope you all enjoyed it. Moving forward, let’s hear 

from one of our esteemed faculty members, Professor Ravi Kumar, who will share 

some valuable insights and tips for our new students. 

[Faculty Member’s Speech] 

A2: Thank you, Professor Ravi Kumar, for those insightful words. I’m sure our new 

students have gained a lot from your experience. 

A1: Now, it’s time for some more entertainment. Up next, we have a musical 

performance by our very talented band. Please welcome them with a big round of 

applause! 

[Musical Performance] 

A2: What an amazing performance! Thank you to our talented musicians. Music truly 

has the power to bring people together. 
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A1: As we approach the end of our program, I would like to invite one of our senior 

students, Rohan, to share his experience and journey in our college. 

[Senior Student’s Speech] 

A2: Thank you, Rohan, for sharing your journey. Your words are truly inspiring. 

A1: And now, we have a small token of appreciation for our new students. I request 

Dr. Meena Nikam to come on stage and hand over the welcome kits to our freshers. 

[Distribution of Welcome Kits] 

A2: We hope these small tokens make you feel even more welcome. 

A1: As we conclude this event, we hope you all had a wonderful time. Remember, 

this is just the beginning of your exciting journey in our college. 

A2: On behalf of the entire college, we once again welcome you all. Thank you for 

being here and making this evening so special. Have a great day ahead! 

A1 and A2 Together: 

Thank you and welcome to ABC College! 

Script for Anchoring the Annual Gathering Program 

Anchor 1 (A1): Good [morning/afternoon/evening], everyone! 

Respected Principal Dr. Meena Nikam, esteemed faculty members, honored guests, 

dear parents, and my fellow students, a very warm welcome to the Annual Gathering 

of Shri Shivaji College! 

Anchor :  2 (A2): It's indeed a joyous occasion as we come together to celebrate the 

achievements and talents of our college community. My name is Rahul, and alongside 

me is Priya. We are thrilled to be your hosts for this grand event. 

A1: To begin this special evening, let's invoke the blessings of the Almighty. May I 

request everyone to please rise for the lamp lighting ceremony and the prayer song? 

[Prayer song or a moment of silent prayer] 
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A2: Thank you. You may be seated. Now, I would like to invite our respected 

Principal, Dr. Meena Sharma, to deliver the welcome address. Let's welcome her with 

a big round of applause. 

[Principal’s Welcome Address] 

A1: Thank you, Dr. Meena Sharma, for your inspiring words. They always motivate 

us to strive for excellence. 

A2: Next, we have a treat for your eyes. A classical dance performance by our 

talented student Ananya. Let's give her a huge round of applause! 

[Classical Dance Performance] 

A1: Wow! That was truly mesmerizing. Thank you, Ananya, for that enchanting 

performance. 

A2: Now, let's move on to an event that promises to be a lot of fun. We have planned 

a short skit by our drama club. This skit highlights some humorous and thought-

provoking aspects of college life. Please welcome our performers with a big round of 

applause! 

[Skit Performance] 

A1: That was hilarious and insightful. Thank you to all our actors for such an 

entertaining performance. 

A2: It's time to recognize and celebrate the achievements of our students. I request our 

Vice Principal, Professor Ravi Kumar, to come on stage and announce the academic 

awards for this year. 

[Distribution of Academic Awards] 

A1: Congratulations to all the awardees! Your hard work and dedication have truly 

paid off. 

A2: Next, we have a soulful musical performance by our college band, The Harmony. 

Let's welcome them with a huge round of applause! 

[Musical Performance] 
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A1: That was an amazing performance! Music indeed has the power to unite and 

inspire. 

A2: As we continue with our celebration, it's time for a special dance performance by 

our dance club. Please welcome them with a big round of applause! 

[Dance Performance] 

A1: That was electrifying! Thank you to all the dancers for such an energetic 

performance. 

A2: Now, we have a special address by our chief guest, Mr. Rajesh Gupta, a 

renowned educationist and philanthropist. Let's welcome him with a big round of 

applause. 

[Chief Guest’s Address] 

A1: Thank you, Mr. Rajesh Gupta, for your enlightening words. Your presence here 

has made this event even more special. 

A2: As we approach the end of our program, we would like to invite our student 

council president, Rohan, to share his thoughts and experiences of this academic year. 

[Student Council President’s Speech] 

A1: Thank you, Rohan, for sharing your journey. Your words are truly inspiring. 

A2: Before we conclude, we have a small token of appreciation for our chief guest. I 

request Dr. Meena Sharma to come on stage and present the memento to Mr. Rajesh 

Gupta. 

[Presentation of Memento] 

A1: As we conclude this event, we hope you all had a wonderful time. We are grateful 

for your presence and support. 

A2: On behalf of the entire college, we thank you all for being here and making this 

evening so special. Have a great night ahead! 
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A1 and A2 Together: Thank you and goodnight! 

2) Proposing vote of thanks 

Vote of thanks is a crucial part of any event. It not only serves to acknowledge and 

appreciate the efforts of all involved but also helps to build stronger relationships, 

boost morale, and leaves a lasting positive impression. 

 

Vote of Thanks Script for the Annual Gathering Program 

Anchor: 

Good [morning/afternoon/evening], everyone. 

As we draw to the close of this wonderful evening, it is my privilege to extend the 

vote of thanks on behalf of Shri Shivaji College College. This event would not have 

been possible without the support and dedication of many individuals. 

First and foremost, I would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to our Chief Guest, 

Mr. Rajesh Gupta. Sir, your inspiring words have left an indelible mark on all of us. 

Thank you for taking the time out of your busy schedule to grace us with your 

presence and for sharing your wisdom and insights. 

A special thank you to our respected Principal, Dr. Meena Nikam, for her unwavering 

support and guidance. Ma'am, your vision and leadership continue to inspire us to 

strive for excellence in all our endeavors. 

I would also like to extend our sincere thanks to our Vice Principal, Professor Ravi 

Kumar, and all the esteemed faculty members for their continuous support and 

encouragement. Your dedication and hard work are the backbone of our institution. 

To all the performers – Ananya, The Harmony band, our drama club, and the dance 

club – thank you for your amazing performances. Your talent and hard work have 

made this evening truly memorable. 
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A big thank you to our organizing committee and the student volunteers. Your 

meticulous planning and tireless efforts have ensured the smooth execution of this 

event. Without you, this evening would not have been possible. 

I would also like to thank our technical team for their flawless handling of the sound 

and lights, ensuring that everything ran seamlessly. 

Finally, I extend my gratitude to all the parents, guests, and my fellow students. Your 

presence here today is a testament to your support and encouragement, which means 

the world to us. 

On behalf of XYZ College, I thank you all once again for being here and making this 

annual gathering a grand success. We look forward to your continued support and 

participation in the future. 

Thank you and have a great night ahead! 
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Unit-III Productive skills - II 

 2) Speech Writing  2) Narrating an Experience. 

2) Speech Writing  

Key Elements of Speech Writing 

1. Purpose: Determine the main goal of the speech. Are you trying to inform, 

persuade, entertain, or inspire your audience? 

2. Audience: Understand who your audience is and what they care about. This 

helps tailor the speech to their interests and needs. 

3. Structure: A typical speech has three parts: 

o Introduction: Start with a greeting, introduce yourself, and state the 

purpose of your speech. Grab the audience's attention with an interesting 

fact, quote, or anecdote. 

o Body: This is the main part of the speech where you present your ideas 

or arguments. Organize the content into clear, logical sections. 

o Conclusion: Summarize the key points, restate the importance of your 

message, and end with a strong closing statement or call to action. 

4. Language: Use simple, clear, and direct language. Avoid jargon or complex 

words that might confuse the audience. The speech should sound natural and 

conversational. 

5. Tone: Match the tone of your speech to the occasion. It can be formal, 

informal, serious, or humorous, depending on the context. 

6. Practice: Once the speech is written, practice delivering it out loud. This helps 

you become familiar with the content and improve your delivery. 

In essence, speech writing is about crafting a message that is well-organized, 

engaging, and appropriate for the audience and occasion. 
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Example of a Speech Writing  

The Importance of Education 

Introduction: 

Good morning everyone! 

Respected Principal, esteemed teachers, dear parents, and my fellow students. My 

name is [Your Name], and I am honored to speak to you today about a topic that is 

very close to my heart: the importance of education. 

Body: 

Education is the foundation upon which we build our future. It is the key that unlocks 

the door to a world of opportunities and possibilities. Through education, we gain 

knowledge, develop skills, and learn values that help us grow as individuals and 

contribute to society. 

Firstly, education empowers us. It gives us the tools to understand the world around 

us, to think critically, and to make informed decisions. With a good education, we can 

pursue our dreams and aspirations, whether they are in science, art, technology, or any 

other field. 

Secondly, education is essential for personal development. It helps us develop 

important life skills such as communication, problem-solving, and teamwork. These 

skills are not only useful in our professional lives but also in our personal relationships 

and everyday interactions. 

Moreover, education promotes equality. It is a powerful tool that can break the cycle 

of poverty and bring about social change. By providing equal access to education for 

all, we can create a more just and inclusive society where everyone has the 

opportunity to succeed. 

Lastly, education fosters innovation. It encourages us to explore new ideas, challenge 

the status quo, and come up with creative solutions to the problems we face. In 
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today’s rapidly changing world, education is more important than ever in helping us 

adapt and thrive. 

Conclusion: 

In conclusion, education is not just about acquiring knowledge; it is about building a 

better future for ourselves and for the world. It is an investment in our future and the 

future of our society. Let us all value and cherish the gift of education and strive to 

make the most of the opportunities it provides. 

Thank you. 

2) Example of a Speech Writing: "The Importance of IT Skills for 

Students" 

Introduction: 

 Good [morning/afternoon/evening], everyone! 

 Respected Principal, esteemed teachers, dear parents, and my fellow students. 

My name is [Your Name], and today I am excited to talk to you about the importance 

of IT skills for students. 

Body: 

 In today's digital age, IT skills have become essential for everyone, especially 

for students. Information Technology, or IT, is not just about using computers; it 

involves understanding how technology works and how we can use it to solve 

problems and make our lives easier. 

 Firstly, IT skills are crucial for education. Many schools and colleges now use 

digital tools for teaching and learning. With IT skills, students can access online 

resources, participate in virtual classrooms, and use educational software that 

enhances their learning experience. These skills make studying more interactive and 

enjoyable. 

 Secondly, IT skills are important for future careers. Almost every job today 

requires some knowledge of technology. Whether you want to be a doctor, engineer, 
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artist, or entrepreneur, IT skills will give you an edge. Knowing how to use software, 

manage data, and understand the basics of coding can open up many career 

opportunities. 

 Moreover, IT skills help in developing critical thinking and problem-solving 

abilities. Learning to use technology effectively involves understanding complex 

systems and finding ways to navigate and troubleshoot them. These skills are not only 

useful in IT-related fields but are also valuable in everyday life. 

 Additionally, IT skills enhance communication. With the internet and social 

media, we can connect with people around the world. IT skills enable us to use these 

platforms effectively, whether it’s for collaborating on a school project, staying in 

touch with family and friends, or networking for career opportunities. 

 Lastly, IT skills promote creativity and innovation. With technology, students 

can create digital art, develop apps, build websites, and even start their own online 

businesses. IT provides the tools to bring ideas to life and encourages students to think 

creatively. 

Conclusion: 

 In conclusion, IT skills are no longer optional; they are a necessity for students 

in today’s world. They empower us in our education, prepare us for future careers, 

enhance our problem-solving abilities, improve communication, and foster creativity. 

Let us all embrace the opportunities that technology offers and strive to develop our 

IT skills to be ready for the future. 

Thank you. 

 

2) Narrating an Experience 

Narrating an experience is a powerful tool that serves multiple important purposes. 

Here are some key reasons why narrating an experience is important: 
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1. Communication and Connection 

 Building Relationships: Sharing personal stories helps to create bonds and build 

relationships. It allows others to see your perspective and understand your 

experiences. 

 Engaging Audience: Narratives are often more engaging and relatable than mere 

facts or statistics. They capture the audience's attention and keep them interested. 

2. Reflection and Learning 

 Self-Reflection: Narrating an experience helps in reflecting on it. This can lead to 

deeper understanding and personal growth. 

 Learning from Experiences: Both the narrator and the audience can learn from the 

recounted experiences. It allows sharing of lessons learned and insights gained. 

3. Empathy and Understanding 

 Promoting Empathy: Personal stories can evoke empathy in others. By sharing your 

experiences, you can help others understand your feelings and viewpoints. 

 Bridging Gaps: Narratives can bridge cultural, social, and personal gaps, fostering a 

sense of shared humanity and mutual respect. 

4. Preservation and Legacy 

 Documenting History: Narrating experiences helps in preserving personal and 

collective histories. It keeps memories alive and can be a valuable resource for future 

generations. 

 Legacy Building: Sharing stories can be a way to leave a legacy, passing down 

important values, traditions, and lessons. 

5. Motivation and Inspiration 

 Inspiring Others: Personal stories of overcoming challenges and achieving goals can 

motivate and inspire others to persevere in their own lives. 

 Sharing Success: Narratives of success can provide blueprints and encouragement for 

others striving for similar achievements. 

6. Emotional Catharsis 

 Healing Process: Sharing personal experiences, especially difficult ones, can be 

therapeutic. It allows for emotional release and can help in processing feelings. 

 Support System: It opens the door for support and advice from others who may have 

gone through similar situations. 
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7. Enhancing Communication Skills 

 Articulating Thoughts: Narrating experiences helps in organizing and articulating 

thoughts clearly and effectively. 

 Public Speaking: Regularly sharing stories can improve public speaking skills and 

boost confidence in expressing oneself. 

8. Building a Narrative Culture 

 Creating a Narrative Culture: Encouraging people to share their stories fosters a 

culture of openness and storytelling, which can enrich communities and organizations. 

In summary, narrating an experience is a multifaceted practice that enhances 

communication, promotes empathy, facilitates learning, preserves history, and 

provides emotional and motivational benefits. It is a fundamental way of connecting 

with others and understanding ourselves better. 

Example 1: Overcoming a Fear of Public Speaking 

Narration: 

 When I was in high school, I had always been terrified of speaking in front of 

an audience. The thought of standing on a stage, with everyone’s eyes on me, would 

make my heart race and my palms sweat. This fear was so overwhelming that I would 

avoid any situation where I had to speak publicly, even in small class presentations. 

 Things changed when I joined the debate club. I decided to challenge myself 

and overcome this fear. The first debate I participated in was a nerve-wracking 

experience. I remember standing in front of the room, shaking, with my notes barely 

steady in my hands. My voice was barely audible, and I struggled to make my points 

clearly. It felt like I was stumbling through every sentence. 

 After that first debate, I felt disappointed but also determined. I knew I had to 

improve. So, I started practicing regularly. I rehearsed my speeches in front of the 

mirror and recorded myself to see how I could improve. I also watched videos of 

experienced speakers and tried to learn from their techniques. I joined a public 
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speaking course where I learned valuable tips on how to manage anxiety and engage 

the audience. 

 The real turning point came during the school’s annual debate competition. 

This time, I was more prepared. I practiced my speech multiple times and felt more 

confident. When the day of the competition arrived, I was still nervous, but it was a 

different kind of nervousness. I could feel the butterflies in my stomach, but I also felt 

a sense of excitement. 

 Standing on the stage, I took a deep breath and began my speech. I was 

surprised at how much more comfortable I felt. My voice was steady, and I was able 

to articulate my points clearly. The audience responded positively, and I even received 

applause at the end of my speech. To my delight, I was awarded the second prize in 

the competition. 

 This experience was transformative for me. It taught me that overcoming fears 

is a process that requires persistence and effort. I learned that practice and preparation 

can significantly improve my performance and confidence. Public speaking, which 

once seemed like an insurmountable challenge, became an area where I could excel. 

This journey not only boosted my confidence but also taught me the importance of 

facing fears head-on and working hard to overcome them. 

Example 2: Volunteering at a Local Shelter 

Narration: 

 Last summer, I decided to spend my vacation volunteering at a local animal 

shelter. I had always loved animals, but I wanted to do something more meaningful 

than just visiting them. So, I signed up to help at the shelter, which took care of stray 

and abandoned animals. 

 On my first day at the shelter, I was assigned the task of cleaning the kennels. It 

was hard work—washing, scrubbing, and sanitizing each kennel to make sure the 
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animals had a clean and safe environment. I was exhausted after a few hours, but 

seeing the animals' wagging tails and happy faces made it worthwhile. 

 As the days went by, I became more involved in different activities. I helped 

feed the animals, walked the dogs, and even assisted in organizing adoption events. 

One of the most rewarding experiences was helping with the adoption process. I 

would talk to potential pet owners, share information about the animals, and see the 

joy on both the animals' and the adopters' faces when a new home was found. 

 One particular moment stood out to me. There was a shy, older dog named 

Max who had been at the shelter for a long time. He was often overlooked because of 

his age. I spent extra time with Max, taking him for long walks and giving him special 

attention. One day, a family came in looking for a companion for their older daughter. 

When they met Max, they immediately fell in love with him. Seeing Max go home 

with a loving family was one of the most fulfilling moments of my volunteering 

experience. 

 Volunteering at the shelter was a humbling and enriching experience. It taught 

me about responsibility, compassion, and the impact of giving back to the community. 

It also made me appreciate the value of simple acts of kindness and how they can 

make a significant difference in the lives of others. This experience has inspired me to 

continue volunteering and to look for ways to contribute to my community in the 

future. 

Narration of Experience: Attending an NSS Camp 

Narration: 

 Last summer, I had the opportunity to attend an NSS (National Service 

Scheme) camp organized by my college. It was a week-long camp held in a small 

village near our city. I had heard about the camp from friends who had attended 

before, but I wasn’t sure what to expect. What I discovered was a truly memorable 

and transformative experience. 

 When we arrived at the campsite, we were greeted by the village head and a 

group of enthusiastic locals. The camp was set up in an open field with tents for 
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accommodation. It was different from my usual routine, but the excitement of the 

unknown kept me going. 

The first day was dedicated to orientation. We were introduced to the various 

activities planned for the week, which included community service, workshops, and 

cultural events. Our main focus was on improving the living conditions in the village. 

We were divided into teams and given different tasks to work on. 

 One of my team’s projects was to clean and renovate the village school. The 

school building was old and had fallen into disrepair. We spent several days scrubbing 

walls, repairing desks, and painting classrooms. The work was physically demanding, 

but it was incredibly satisfying to see the school transform from a worn-out building 

into a bright and welcoming space. The gratitude expressed by the children and 

teachers made all our efforts worthwhile. 

 Apart from the community service, the camp also included workshops on 

various skills such as first aid, environmental conservation, and leadership. One 

workshop that particularly stood out was on environmental conservation. We learned 

about waste management, tree planting, and the importance of preserving natural 

resources. We even planted trees around the village, which was a rewarding 

experience, knowing that they would benefit the community in the years to come. 

 In the evenings, we organized cultural programs where we performed skits, 

songs, and dances. These activities were a great way to bond with fellow camp 

members and the villagers. I performed a traditional dance from my region, and the 

villagers joined in, making it a lively and joyful experience. The nights were spent 

around a campfire, sharing stories and reflecting on our day’s work. These moments 

of camaraderie were some of the highlights of the camp. 

 One particularly memorable day was when we organized a health camp for the 

villagers. We set up a makeshift clinic and provided basic medical check-ups, 

distributed medicines, and educated the villagers on hygiene and preventive care. 

Seeing the impact of our work on the villagers’ health and well-being was an eye-

opener. It made me realize the importance of accessible healthcare and the difference 

that small acts of service can make. 

 As the camp came to an end, I felt a deep sense of fulfillment and pride. The 

experience taught me valuable lessons about teamwork, leadership, and the 
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importance of giving back to society. It also helped me appreciate the simplicity of 

rural life and the resilience of people living in less privileged conditions. 

 Attending the NSS camp was not just about community service; it was a 

journey of personal growth and learning. I returned with a renewed sense of purpose 

and a commitment to contribute positively to society. The friendships I made and the 

experiences I gained during that week will always hold a special place in my heart. 
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Unit-IV 
Productive skills - II 

 3) Speaking activities - Role Plays.  2) Group Discussions. 

 

Role Play 

Role plays can be highly effective for improving English language communication 

skills. Here are 10 examples specifically designed to help learners practice and 

enhance their English: 

1. Making a Restaurant Reservation 

Scenario: A customer calls a restaurant to make a reservation. 

Conversation Prompts: 

 Customer: "Hello, I'd like to make a reservation for two." 

 Host: "Certainly! What time and date would you prefer?" 

 Customer: "We’d like a table for two at 7 PM tomorrow." 

 Host: "Do you have any special requests or dietary preferences?" 

2. Ordering Food at a Restaurant 

Scenario: A customer orders food from a waiter at a restaurant. 

Conversation Prompts: 

 Customer: "Can I see the menu, please?" 

 Waiter: "Of course. Here’s our menu. What would you like to order?" 

 Customer: "I’d like to have the grilled chicken and a side salad." 

 Waiter: "Would you like any dressing with your salad?" 

3. Asking for Directions 

Scenario: A tourist asks a local resident for directions to a museum. 

Conversation Prompts: 

 Tourist: "Excuse me, could you tell me how to get to the museum?" 

 Local: "Sure! Head straight down this road, and take the second left. The 

museum will be on your right." 

 Tourist: "How long will it take to walk there?" 

 Local: "It should take about 15 minutes." 

4. Visiting a Doctor 

Scenario: A patient describes their symptoms to a doctor. 



 

61 

 

Conversation Prompts: 

 Patient: "Doctor, I’ve been having a severe headache for the past three days." 

 Doctor: "I’m sorry to hear that. Can you describe the pain and any other 

symptoms you’ve experienced?" 

 Patient: "It’s a throbbing pain, and I also feel nauseous." 

 Doctor: "I’ll need to do a few tests to determine the cause. In the meantime, 

let’s discuss some possible treatments." 

5. Job Interview 

Scenario: An applicant is interviewed for a job position. 

Conversation Prompts: 

 Interviewer: "Tell me about your previous work experience." 

 Applicant: "I worked as a marketing coordinator for three years, where I 

managed various campaigns." 

 Interviewer: "What skills do you think make you a good fit for this role?" 

 Applicant: "I believe my strong organizational skills and experience with 

digital marketing are key assets." 

6. Shopping for Clothes 

Scenario: A customer is shopping for a dress and asks for assistance. 

 

Conversation Prompts: 

 Customer: "Can you help me find a dress for a formal event?" 

 Store Clerk: "Of course! What color and size are you looking for?" 

 Customer: "I’d like something in navy blue, and I’m a size 8." 

 Store Clerk: "Let me show you our collection. We have a few options that 

might interest you." 

7. Planning a Vacation 

Scenario: A customer discusses vacation plans with a travel agent. 

Conversation Prompts: 

 Customer: "I’m planning a trip to Europe. Can you help me with the itinerary?" 

 Travel Agent: "Certainly! Which countries or cities are you interested in 

visiting?" 

 Customer: "I’d like to visit Paris, Rome, and Barcelona." 

 Travel Agent: "Great choices! I’ll prepare an itinerary that includes flights, 

accommodations, and activities for those cities." 
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8. Making a Complaint 

Scenario: A customer complains about a faulty product to customer service. 

Conversation Prompts: 

 Customer: "I’d like to return this product because it’s not working properly." 

 Customer Service Rep: "I’m sorry to hear that. Can you describe the issue with 

the product?" 

 Customer: "It stopped working after just one use." 

 Customer Service Rep: "We can process a return for you. Do you have the 

receipt and the original packaging?" 

9. Attending a Social Event 

Scenario: A guest at a party introduces themselves to other attendees. 

Conversation Prompts: 

 Guest: "Hi, I’m [Your Name]. I don’t think we’ve met before." 

 Host: "Nice to meet you, [Your Name]. I’m [Host’s Name]. How do you know 

the host?" 

 Guest: "We’re old friends from college. What about you?" 

 Host: "I work with [Host’s Name]. We’re also old friends. Have you tried the 

appetizers?" 

 

10. Giving and Receiving Directions 

Scenario: A person asks for directions and receives them from another person. 

Conversation Prompts: 

 Person A: "Hi, can you help me find the nearest bus stop?" 

 Person B: "Sure! Go down this street, and you’ll see the bus stop on the 

corner." 

 Person A: "How far is it from here?" 

 Person B: "It’s about a 5-minute walk." 

 

Group Discussion 

Group discussions are a valuable educational tool that offer numerous benefits for 

students. Here’s why they are important: 

1. Enhances Communication Skills 
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 Practice Speaking: Students get the chance to articulate their thoughts and 

opinions clearly. 

 Active Listening: Group discussions require students to listen carefully to 

others, which improves their ability to understand and engage with different 

viewpoints. 

2. Fosters Critical Thinking 

 Analyzing Perspectives: Students are exposed to various perspectives and are 

encouraged to think critically about different ideas and arguments. 

 Problem-Solving: Discussing complex issues helps students develop problem-

solving skills by evaluating and debating different solutions. 

3. Promotes Collaboration and Teamwork 

 Shared Goals: Working together towards a common goal helps students learn 

how to collaborate effectively. 

 Conflict Resolution: Students practice resolving disagreements and 

negotiating with others to reach a consensus. 

4. Builds Confidence 

 Public Speaking: Regular participation in group discussions boosts students’ 

confidence in speaking publicly and expressing their ideas. 

 Feedback and Improvement: Constructive feedback from peers helps 

students refine their arguments and improve their communication skills. 

5. Encourages Diverse Perspectives 

 Broader Understanding: Exposure to diverse opinions and backgrounds 

broadens students’ understanding of various issues. 

 Cultural Awareness: Group discussions can enhance students' awareness of 

different cultures and viewpoints, promoting inclusivity and empathy. 

6. Improves Team Dynamics 

 Leadership Skills: Students often take turns leading discussions, which helps 

them develop leadership and organizational skills. 

 Delegation and Responsibility: Group work teaches students to delegate 

tasks, manage time effectively, and take responsibility for their contributions. 
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7. Facilitates Learning and Retention 

 Engagement: Active participation in discussions enhances engagement with 

the material, which aids in better understanding and retention of knowledge. 

 Application of Knowledge: Discussing and debating topics helps students 

apply what they’ve learned in a practical context. 

8. Encourages Innovation and Creativity 

 Idea Generation: Group discussions often lead to brainstorming sessions 

where creative ideas and innovative solutions are developed. 

 Feedback Loop: Students can refine and expand their ideas based on feedback 

from peers, leading to more robust and creative outcomes. 

9. Prepares for Real-World Scenarios 

 Workplace Skills: Many careers require teamwork, effective communication, 

and the ability to discuss and solve problems collaboratively. Group 

discussions prepare students for these real-world scenarios. 

 Networking: Engaging with peers in discussions helps build professional 

relationships and networks that can be beneficial in future careers. 

 

10. Enhances Emotional Intelligence 

 Empathy and Understanding: Interacting with diverse individuals helps 

students develop empathy and understand different emotional responses. 

 Self-Awareness: Reflecting on others’ feedback and opinions helps students 

become more self-aware and improve their interpersonal skills. 

In summary, group discussions play a crucial role in developing various skills that are 

essential for academic success and personal growth. They provide a platform for 

students to practice communication, collaboration, and critical thinking, all of which 

are valuable in both educational and professional settings. 

 

Expressions and phrases used in Group Discussion 

In group discussions, using clear and effective expressions and phrases helps ensure smooth 

communication and constructive dialogue. Here are some common expressions and phrases 

you might use: 
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Starting the Discussion 

 “Let’s get started.” 

 “Shall we begin?” 

 “To kick things off, let’s discuss…” 

Agreeing with Others 

 “I completely agree with you.” 

 “That’s a great point.” 

 “I share your perspective.” 

 “You’re absolutely right.” 

Disagreeing Politely 

 “I see where you’re coming from, but…” 

 “I understand your point, but I think…” 

 “That’s an interesting view, however…” 

 “I have a different opinion on this.” 

Adding to a Point 

 “In addition to what you said…” 

 “I’d like to build on that point…” 

 “Furthermore…” 

 “To add to that…” 

Asking for Clarification 

 “Could you explain that further?” 

 “What exactly do you mean by…?” 

 “Can you clarify your point?” 

 “I’m not sure I understand. Could you elaborate?” 

Providing Examples 

 “For example…” 

 “To illustrate…” 

 “A good example of this is…” 

 “Consider this scenario…” 

Summarizing 

 “To summarize…” 

 “In conclusion…” 

 “To sum up…” 

 “So, what we’re saying is…” 
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Changing the Topic 

 “Let’s shift focus to…” 

 “Moving on to…” 

 “I think we should discuss…” 

 “Let’s change gears and talk about…” 

Asking for Opinions 

 “What do you think about…?” 

 “How do you feel regarding…?” 

 “What’s your take on this?” 

 “Does anyone else have thoughts on…?” 

Acknowledging Contributions 

 “That’s a valuable insight.” 

 “Thank you for sharing that.” 

 “Good point. Let’s explore that further.” 

 “I appreciate your contribution.” 

Seeking Consensus 

 “Can we all agree on…”? 

 “Does everyone feel the same way about…?” 

 “Are we all on the same page here?” 

 “Shall we agree to…?” 

Closing the Discussion 

 “To wrap up…” 

 “In closing…” 

 “Before we end, let’s summarize…” 

 “Let’s finalize our conclusions…” 

These expressions help facilitate smooth and productive group discussions by ensuring clear 

communication and effective collaboration. 

Relevant topics for group discussions, with detailed explanations and objectives 

to help learners practice and develop their group discussion skills: 

1. The Impact of Social Media on Society 

Details: 

 Scenario: Discuss how social media influences various aspects of life, 

including communication, relationships, and privacy. 

 Key Points: 
o Positive impacts, such as connectivity and information sharing. 
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o Negative impacts, like cyberbullying, privacy issues, and 

misinformation. 

 Objectives: Analyze different viewpoints, understand the pros and cons, and 

discuss potential solutions for minimizing negative effects. 

2. Climate Change and Its Effects 

Details: 

 Scenario: Explore how climate change affects the environment, weather 

patterns, and human life. 

 Key Points: 

o Effects on natural disasters, sea levels, and biodiversity. 

o Measures to combat climate change, such as renewable energy and 

conservation. 

 Objectives: Evaluate evidence, consider different strategies for addressing 

climate change, and discuss the role individuals and governments can play. 

 

3. The Role of Technology in Education 

Details: 

 Scenario: Discuss how technology has transformed education and its impact 

on learning. 

 Key Points: 
o Advantages, like access to information and online learning tools. 

o Disadvantages, such as digital distractions and unequal access. 

 Objectives: Explore how technology can enhance or hinder education, and 

discuss ways to balance technology use in the classroom. 

4. The Importance of Mental Health Awareness 

Details: 

 Scenario: Talk about the significance of mental health awareness and support. 

 Key Points: 
o Mental health challenges and their impact on individuals and society. 

o Strategies for increasing awareness and reducing stigma. 

 Objectives: Discuss the importance of mental health, share ideas for improving 

support systems, and understand different perspectives on mental health issues. 
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5. The Future of Work: Remote vs. In-Office 

Details: 

 Scenario: Debate the advantages and disadvantages of remote work compared 

to working in an office. 

 Key Points: 
o Benefits of remote work, such as flexibility and reduced commute. 

o Challenges, like isolation and difficulties in team collaboration. 

 Objectives: Compare and contrast the two work environments, discuss how 

they impact productivity and work-life balance, and consider future trends. 

6. The Benefits and Drawbacks of Globalization 

Details: 

 Scenario: Analyze the effects of globalization on economies, cultures, and 

societies. 

 Key Points: 

o Positive aspects, like economic growth and cultural exchange. 

o Negative aspects, such as job displacement and cultural homogenization. 

 Objectives: Understand different viewpoints on globalization, evaluate its 

overall impact, and discuss ways to address its challenges. 

7. The Impact of Artificial Intelligence on Jobs 

Details: 

 Scenario: Explore how artificial intelligence (AI) is affecting employment and 

job markets. 

 Key Points: 
o AI’s potential to create new job opportunities and increase efficiency. 

o Concerns about job displacement and the need for new skills. 

 Objectives: Discuss the implications of AI on various industries, consider how 

to prepare for changes in the job market, and evaluate potential solutions. 

8. The Role of Government in Public Health 

Details: 

 Scenario: Debate the responsibilities of the government in maintaining public 

health and safety. 

 Key Points: 
o Government initiatives for health promotion and disease prevention. 

o Controversies around public health policies, such as vaccination 

mandates and healthcare access. 
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 Objectives: Discuss the balance between individual rights and public health 

needs, and explore effective government strategies for improving health 

outcomes. 

9. The Ethics of Genetic Engineering 

Details: 

 Scenario: Discuss the ethical implications of genetic engineering in medicine 

and agriculture. 

 Key Points: 
o Potential benefits, such as curing genetic disorders and improving crop 

yields. 

o Ethical concerns, including genetic modification and long-term effects. 

 Objectives: Evaluate the pros and cons of genetic engineering, discuss ethical 

considerations, and consider regulations and guidelines. 

10. The Influence of Advertising on Consumer Behavior 

Details: 

 Scenario: Examine how advertising affects consumer choices and behavior. 

 Key Points: 
o Techniques used in advertising to influence purchasing decisions. 

o The impact of advertising on brand perception and consumer habits. 

 Objectives: Analyze the effectiveness of different advertising strategies, 

discuss their influence on consumer behavior, and consider ethical 

implications. 

These topics are designed to encourage critical thinking, effective communication, and 

collaborative problem-solving. They provide a foundation for engaging in meaningful 

group discussions, allowing participants to explore various viewpoints and develop a 

deeper understanding of important issues. 

1) Here’s a conversational dialogue between four people discussing "The 

Influence of Advertising on Consumer Behavior": 

Characters: 

 Amit (Marketing Student) 

 Rita (Consumer) 

 Vikram (Small Business Owner) 

 Anita (Advertising Professional) 
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Amit: Hi everyone! Today, we're discussing how advertising influences consumer 

behavior. What are your thoughts on this? 

Rita: Hi Amit! Well, I think advertising has a huge impact on what we buy. For 

example, I often find myself purchasing products I saw in ads, even if I didn't need 

them. 

Vikram: That's interesting, Rita. As a small business owner, I see it from a different 

angle. I use advertising to attract customers and build brand recognition. But 

sometimes, it feels like advertising can be a bit manipulative. 

Anita: Hi all! I agree with Vikram. Advertising is designed to persuade and influence. 

We use various techniques like emotional appeals and celebrity endorsements to make 

products more appealing. 

Rita: Can you give an example of how emotional appeal works? 

Anita: Sure! Think about ads that show happy families using a product. The idea is to 

create a positive emotional connection so you associate the product with happiness 

and success. 

Vikram: That’s true. I remember running an ad campaign for my store that featured 

happy customers. It helped increase sales, but I sometimes wonder if we’re just 

playing on emotions rather than providing real value. 

Amit: That’s a good point, Vikram. On the flip side, advertising also helps consumers 

make informed choices. When done ethically, ads can provide valuable information 

about product features and benefits. 

Rita: Yes, but sometimes I feel overwhelmed by all the ads. They’re everywhere, and 

it’s hard to escape them. I often wonder if they make us buy things we don’t really 

need. 

Anita: I understand your concern, Rita. Advertising is all about standing out in a 

crowded marketplace. However, it’s important for companies to balance persuasion 

with honesty, so consumers make choices based on accurate information. 

Vikram: As a business owner, I try to focus on being transparent and honest in my 

ads. I think it helps build trust with customers and creates long-term loyalty. 

Rita: That’s good to hear, Vikram. I believe ads that are transparent and informative 

are more helpful than those that only aim to persuade. 

Amit: Absolutely. In the end, the effectiveness of advertising depends on how it’s 

used. It should ideally inform and engage rather than just manipulate. 
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Anita: And from a professional standpoint, we’re always striving to find that balance. 

Ethical advertising not only benefits consumers but also helps businesses build a 

positive reputation. 

Rita: I think if more companies focused on that balance, it would make a big 

difference. I’d feel better about making purchases if I knew the ads were honest. 

Vikram: I agree. Transparency and honesty should be the key principles for all 

advertisers. 

Amit: Well, it looks like we’ve covered a lot of ground today. Thanks for the 

insightful discussion, everyone! 

Anita: Thanks, Amit. It’s great to hear different perspectives on such an important 

topic. 

Rita: I agree. This has been really enlightening! 

Vikram: Absolutely. Let’s keep this in mind when making and viewing ads in the 

future. 

 

2) Here’s a conversational dialogue between four people discussing "The Impact 

of Social Media on Society": 

 
Characters: 

 Sophie (High School Student) 

 Raj (College Student) 

 Meena (Social Media Manager) 

 Arjun (Concerned Parent) 

 
Sophie: Hi everyone! Today, let’s talk about the impact of social media on society. I 

think it’s pretty influential, don’t you? 

Raj: Hi Sophie! Yes, definitely. Social media has changed the way we communicate 

and connect with each other. For example, I can easily stay in touch with friends and 

family who live far away. 

Meena: Absolutely, Raj. Social media platforms also provide a space for businesses 

and brands to reach their audiences effectively. It’s a powerful tool for marketing and 

engagement. 

Arjun: Hi all. While there are benefits, I’m concerned about the negative effects, 

especially on younger people. I see my children spending hours on social media and 

sometimes it seems like they’re too absorbed in it. 
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Sophie: I understand your concern, Arjun. Sometimes I feel like social media can be 

overwhelming. There’s so much content, and it’s easy to get caught up in comparing 

ourselves to others. 

Raj: That’s a valid point, Sophie. The constant comparison and pressure to present a 

perfect image can be stressful. It can also lead to issues like low self-esteem and 

anxiety. 

Meena: Yes, there’s definitely a downside. Social media can sometimes create 

unrealistic expectations and contribute to mental health issues. It’s important to use it 

mindfully and take breaks when needed. 

Arjun: I agree. As a parent, I worry about the privacy and safety aspects as well. 

There are so many risks associated with sharing personal information online. 

Sophie: True. It’s important to be cautious about what we share. I’ve learned to 

manage my privacy settings and be mindful of the information I post. 

Raj: And it’s not just about privacy. Social media can also spread misinformation 

quickly. We have to be careful about what we believe and share. 

Meena: That’s another challenge. As a social media manager, I work on creating 

accurate and engaging content, but there’s always the risk of misinformation 

spreading faster than the truth. 

Arjun: How do you handle that, Meena? Is there anything that can be done to prevent 

the spread of false information? 

Meena: It’s important to fact-check and promote reliable sources. Educating users 

about verifying information before sharing it is also crucial. Transparency and 

accuracy are key. 

Sophie: It sounds like there’s a lot that needs to be done to address these issues. 

Social media has its pros, but it also requires responsible use and management. 

Raj: Exactly. While it connects us and provides valuable information, we need to be 

aware of its impact and use it in a balanced way. 

Arjun: I hope that more people start recognizing these issues and take steps to use 

social media more responsibly. 

Meena: Definitely. It’s about finding that balance and using social media as a positive 

tool rather than letting it control us. 

Sophie: I’ve learned a lot from this discussion. Thanks, everyone, for sharing your 

thoughts! 

Raj: Me too. It’s good to have a deeper understanding of the effects of social media. 
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Arjun: Thanks for the conversation. I’ll be more mindful of how my kids use social 

media and encourage them to do the same. 

Meena: You’re welcome. It’s an ongoing conversation, and we all play a part in 

making social media a better experience for everyone. 

 

This dialogue explores various aspects of social media's impact on society, including 

both positive and negative effects, and emphasizes the importance of responsible 

usage and awareness. 

 

3)  Climate change and its effects: 

Anna: Hi everyone, have you noticed how hot it’s been lately? 

Ben: Yes, it’s been really unusual. I read that this might be related to climate change. 

Carla: What’s climate change? I hear about it all the time but I’m not sure what it 

means. 

David: Climate change refers to long-term changes in temperature and weather 

patterns. It’s mainly caused by human activities like burning fossil fuels and 

deforestation. 

Anna: Exactly. The greenhouse gases we release trap heat in the atmosphere, which 

leads to global warming. 

Ben: So, what are some of the effects we’re seeing? 

Carla: Well, we’re experiencing more extreme weather events, like intense 

heatwaves, heavy rainfall, and storms. It can also lead to melting ice caps and rising 

sea levels. 

David: And it’s not just about the weather. Climate change affects ecosystems, 

wildlife, and even our food supply. 

Anna: That’s right. For example, rising temperatures can harm coral reefs and disrupt 

the migration patterns of animals. 

Ben: What can we do to help? 

Carla: There are many things we can do, like reducing our energy use, using 

renewable energy sources, and supporting policies that address climate change. 
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David: It’s also important to educate others and raise awareness. Every small action 

helps. 

Anna: Agreed. We all need to do our part to make a difference. 

This dialogue provides a basic overview of climate change, its effects, and possible 

actions people can take. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

4) Adverse effects of evaluating English language skills using multiple-choice 

questions (MCQs): 

Neha: Hi everyone! I’ve been thinking about how we evaluate English language skills 

using MCQs. Do you think there are any problems with this approach? 

Ravi: Hi Neha! Yes, there are some issues with using MCQs for English language 

evaluation. For one, they often test recognition rather than real understanding. 

Simran: What do you mean by that, Ravi? 

Ravi: Well, MCQs usually focus on whether students can pick the right answer from a 

list, rather than if they can actually use the language effectively in different contexts. 

Amit: That’s true. For example, MCQs might test grammar rules or vocabulary, but 

they don’t always show how well students can write or speak in English. 

Neha: Exactly. And sometimes, MCQs might only assess surface-level knowledge. 

They might not measure a student’s ability to think critically or express their ideas 

clearly. 

Simran: Yes, and MCQs can be tricky. Students might get the right answer just by 

guessing or because they’ve seen a similar question before, rather than understanding 

the material. 

Ravi: Another issue is that MCQs don’t test practical language skills, like writing 

essays or having conversations. These skills are essential for mastering a language. 

Amit: That’s a good point. MCQs also don’t always capture the nuances of language 

use, such as tone, style, or the ability to argue a point effectively. 

Neha: So, what can we do instead to better assess students’ English language skills? 

Simran: One alternative is to use more open-ended tasks, like writing essays, reports, 

or giving presentations. These can give a clearer picture of how well students can use 

English in real situations. 
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Ravi: I agree. Speaking and listening exercises can also be helpful. They allow us to 

assess how well students can communicate verbally, which is a key part of language 

learning. 

Amit: Another idea is to use project-based assessments. These require students to 

research, write, and present on a topic, which can show their language skills in a more 

practical context. 

Neha: Those are great suggestions. We could combine different types of assessments 

to get a fuller picture of students’ English language abilities. 

Simran: Yes, and it’s important to provide feedback on these assessments. Feedback 

helps students understand their strengths and areas for improvement. 

Ravi: Overall, a mix of MCQs and more comprehensive assessments can offer a 

better evaluation of language skills. It’s about finding the right balance. 

Amit: Exactly. By using various methods, we can ensure that we’re not just testing 

recognition but also real understanding and practical use of the English language. 

Neha: Agreed. It’s all about improving our assessment methods to better support and 

evaluate our students. 

(This dialogue addresses the limitations of using MCQs for evaluating English 

language skills and suggests alternative methods for a more comprehensive 

assessment.) 

_______________________________________ 

5) The role of government in public health  

Raj: Hi everyone! I’ve been reading about how important the government is in public 

health. What do you think their main role should be? 

Aisha: Hi Raj! I think the government has a crucial role in ensuring public health. 

They are responsible for creating and enforcing health policies and regulations. 

Maya: Yes, and they also need to provide funding for health services. Public health 

programs, hospitals, and clinics often rely on government support to operate 

effectively. 

Tom: That’s right. The government also plays a role in monitoring and controlling 

diseases. For example, they track outbreaks, provide vaccinations, and work on 

preventing the spread of illnesses. 

Raj: Absolutely. One major role is health education. The government can run 

campaigns to inform people about healthy practices, like proper nutrition, exercise, 

and hygiene. 
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Aisha: And don’t forget about health care access. The government should ensure that 

everyone has access to medical care, regardless of their income. This includes 

providing affordable health insurance and building healthcare facilities in underserved 

areas. 

Maya: Another important aspect is regulation. The government sets standards for 

food safety, medical treatments, and environmental health to protect the public from 

risks. 

Tom: Yes, and they also conduct research to find new treatments and solutions for 

health problems. Public health research can lead to new policies and improvements in 

healthcare services. 

Raj: What about emergency response? How does the government handle crises like 

pandemics or natural disasters? 

Aisha: The government is essential in managing emergencies. They coordinate with 

health organizations, provide resources, and implement measures to control the 

situation. For example, during the COVID-19 pandemic, governments worldwide 

played a key role in vaccine distribution and public health guidelines. 

Maya: It’s also important for the government to support mental health services. 

Mental health is a critical part of overall health, and providing support and resources 

is essential. 

Tom: And let’s not forget about international cooperation. Health issues often cross 

borders, so the government’s role includes working with other countries to address 

global health challenges. 

Raj: Yes, international collaboration can help manage and prevent the spread of 

diseases, and it’s important for tackling global health issues like pandemics. 

Aisha: Overall, the government’s role in public health is multifaceted. They need to 

ensure that there are systems in place for prevention, treatment, education, and 

emergency response. 

Maya: Agreed. It’s about creating a comprehensive approach to health that protects 

and promotes the well-being of the entire population. 

Tom: Absolutely. By focusing on these areas, the government can help build a 

healthier society and improve the quality of life for everyone. 

Raj: It’s clear that the government has a big responsibility in public health. Their 

efforts make a huge difference in how we manage health and prevent diseases. 

(This dialogue outlines the various roles the government plays in public health, including policy-

making, funding, disease control, education, regulation, emergency response, and international 

cooperation.)     
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